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Abstract

This research descriptively and qualitatively evaluated the content
of the editorials related to the Muslim world in the American New
York Times and Washington Post newspapers during the period
from September 2001 to September 2003. The researcher tried in
this study to specifically answer questions related to the ways the
editorials of both newspapers addressed the issues related to the
Muslim world by linking them with September 11 events. The
research also sought to measure opinions of media experts and Arab
academics on the trends of the American media discourse toward
the Muslim and Arab world depending on perusal of September 11
events' fallouts and its impact on the relationship of the Muslim and
Arab world with the United States of America .

To accomplish the objectives of this study, the researcher used the
knowledge base or available database according to the descriptive
analytical approach leading to queriesin the research at theoretical
and practical levels.

Queries the researcher pursued to answer included :
1. The effects of the international media discourse on sovereignty
of states in the context of globalization .

2. The vast role the communication media plays in shaping the
common perceptions of reality among the members of the
societies and the extent of their credibility for playing such

role . |

3. The extent that the American media discourse shaped the
public opinion in the Muslim world according to the facts of
the American policy .

4. The foundations of the American media discourse .

5. The extent of consistency of the American media discourse
with the Islamic values .
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6. The relationship of the Jewish lobby with the American media
discourse .

7. Existence of balance in in international media flow and the
American media discourse .

8. The role of the American propaganda in neutralizingand
restricting the Muslim world .

9. The ways which could be followed in the Muslim world to face
the American media discourse .

The research study contains an introduction and seven chapters as
follows:

First Chapter: it’s a methodical structure, an access to the subject's
matter and approach of the study. The chapter explained the
research's principles, problems, queries, tools used, adopted
~approach and terminologies, as well as previous similar studies .

Second Chapter: firstly discussed thenotion of the media discourse
and determined three levels of conceptual paths from point of
linguistic, Quranic, the term used in the text content, and finally the
modern notion. The second discussion dealt with policies and
components of the media discourse which governed by a group of
polices, whether were related to the collective social order where
mass mediaswere existed to serve the principles of such discourse,
or they were polices governing the media discourse actors and the
deliberate- oriented media polices. The third discussion covered the
media discourse function, where mass media tacitly constituted key
starting points used by media discourse to move on the basis that it
wasa final produced method of the media system which sought to
influence over targeted community through persuasion and tempting
even by using misinformation .

Third Chapter: the researcher tried to scrutinizethe systems related

to freedoms of the mediawhich have been founded previously under
creative and responsible media authority, and the extent of
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downfallof such notion in the new world order, and the extent that a
new media system could be reestablished for the Muslim and Arab
world to participate in changing stereotyped Islam and Muslims in
the west's mind generally and the American's mind specifically .

The first discussion of this chapter handled the freedom and
responsibility in media, the second discussion debated domination
and subordination, and the third discussion discussed
misinformation and warfare of information .

Fourth Chapter: Under the title "Media in Wartime, the researcher
tried to determine the roles of modern mass medias during wars,
conflicts and crisis, in terms of their impacting roles on the public
opinion. USA's media coverage for war in Iraq was the focus of the
researcher in this regard as it constituted significant model in
~studying the relationship of media with the military institution .

This chapter contains three points of discussion; media during
conflicts, media and handling of crisis and media coverage for war .

Fifth Chapter: under the title "The American Media Discourse" the
researcher tracked the selectively subjective American approach
which has been based upon social stereotyping and double-standards
and practical principles for circulation of (pictures and information)
during media coverage for issues related to the Arab and Muslim
countries, as well as the great role the American media played in
USA foreign policy .

The chapter included a discussion on US propaganda against the
Muslim world, a second discussion on stereotyped Muslim world in
the west and a third discussion on propaganda's effect and
perceptions on America's foreign policy and way of thinking .

Sixth Chapter : This chapter is applied research study based on the

trends of the American media discourse to the Muslim world. The
researcher studied in the first discussion of this chapter the origin
and evolution of the Washington Post and New York Times
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newspapers, developments they both passed through since their
release in the mid of twentieth century, transfers of their ownership
and their impacting role in shaping the public opinion .

The second discussion determined the field study and the selected
sample made, while the second discussion dealt with conducting of
the field study and selection of the samples.The third discussion is
an analysis for the content of the editorials of the Washington Post
and New York Times and the survey study of selected sample of

Arab media experts .
Seventh Chapter : This chapter discussed the findings and the

recommendations of the study. It includes also theconclusionand the
references, sources and supplements the researcher adopted in the
study .

Important findings of the study :

1. The study showed that the American media provided negative
descriptions for Islam and Muslims. Analysis for editorials of
Washington Post and New York Times demonstrated such
descriptions; that the Washington Post New York Times
usedrespectively the words "Terrorists" at 85.8% and 41.2%, "
enemy" or " fighting enemy" at 76.7% and 23.3%, " dictator" at
75% and 25%, "extremists" at 67.7% and 32.3%, "violent" at
58.3% and 41.7%, " fundamentalists" at 80% and 20%. The words
"loathsome" has been mentioned once in the Washington, while "
racial hatred" has been mentioned once in New York Times. This
is demonstrated by the survey study as 73.3% of the selected
sample agreed there were negative descriptions for Islam and
Muslims in the American media .

2. The study showed the failure of the American media discourse in
shaping public opinion in the Muslim world consistent with the
American political facts, this is although there are supporting
groups for the US's trends in the Arab and Muslim region. That
75% of the selected sample agreed the failure of the American
media discourse due to the support of the media coverage to the
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American prevailing stand in crisis related to the foreign policy,
particularly when discussing conflicts between US and other states .

The content analysis study revealed that the American media
indirectly pointed out accusation to Muslims and Arabs for
September 11 attacks. This is supported by the filed study as 55%
of the selected sample agreed that the American media was
impartial when covered the September 11 events. Also 75% from
the selected sample acknowledged distortion of the American
media’s image of Islam and Muslims .

The study demonstrated support and justification of the American

‘media for US policy against the Arabs and Muslims and their

symbols by linking their images with practices and behaviors
described as terrorist. 70% of the selected sample individuals
agreed on this .

The field study showed that American media used misinformation
as strategic part of the American administration relationship with
other states especially the Arab and Muslim states. 71.7% from the
total selected sample so agreed .

. The study demonstrated that Islam and Muslims have been falsely

stereotyped in the American public opinion. 78.3% of the selected
sample believed accordingly .

The study demonstrated that the negative coverage of the

- American media for Muslim world news helped affecting the

public opinion and politician's perceptions and stances regarding
the Muslim societies .
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ABSTRACT

The terrorist attacks of September 11 shocked the entire world. The media
- frenzy that ensued was unlike anything ever witnessed. The present study looks
at the first ten days after the attacks to discover, using framing theory, reporting
differences between the United States and France. Using The New York Times
and Le Monde, the present study content analyzed a ten-day period of articles
about the attacks. Five media frames defined in previous research were
employed as a means of categorization for the articles. In addition to analyzing
the frames used in each article, the present study also analyzed the type of
source and the eliteness of the source used in each article. There was a
significant difference in the way the two newspapers used the five media
frames and elite sources. Le Monde used the economic consequences frame
more significantly than The New York Times did, and The New York Times
used the human-interest frame and conflict frame significantly more than Le
Monde used them. Le Monde also used elite sources significantly more than
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The New York Times used them. Additional analysis was done looking at the
data in two time periods different from the period under investigation. The data
were looked at for the first two days under investigation (September 12-13) and
for the eight-day period following the immediacy of the attacks (September 14-
21). The two-day analysis showed no significant differences in the newspapers'
use of frames or sources. The eight-day analysis showed stronger differences in
usage of frames and sources than the analysis of the whole ten-day period
showed.
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