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Training Needs of Female Elementary Science Teachers on
Using Computers from Their Own Viewpoint
and that of Their Supervisors
by
Samah Abdulrahman Saleh AlRasheed

Abstract

This study aimed at determining the training needs of female science
teachers at elementary schools in Saudi Arabia on using computers from

their view point and their supervisors.

The descriptive approach was followed. A questionnaire was used as a tool
for data collection. It's validity was assured through a panel of judges
consisting of (12) experts. Its reliability was estimated through trying it on a
pilot sample consisting of (29) teachers. Cronbach alpha as a measure of
internal consistency was found to be ranging between (0.93 to 0.97). The test-
retest reliability was also estimated through re-distributing the
questionnaire, after two weeks period to the same pilot sample and found to

be ranging between (0.97) & (0.99).

A sample consisting of 164 teacher and 20 science  supervisor were
selected from Dammam and Khobar in Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia,
during the second semester of school year 1431-1432H. The questionnaire
was handed to this sample and collected at the same session. The statistical

Package for Social Sciences SPSS was used for data analysis.

The study revealed that the actual use of computer by elementary female

science in Saudi Arabia schools is at a low level. It also showed that these
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teachers need training on a list of 24 at varying degrees. Twelve of them were
at a high degree, eleven at a moderate level and only one at a low level. In
terms of training needed by them on applying computer skills in teaching
science, results indicated that from a list of 16 skills, six skills were needed at
a high degree level, nine at a moderate level and only one at a low level.

Results indicated that enrollment in previous training workshops has a
positive effect on actual application of computer skills in favor of those who
enroll. Statistically significant differences between teachers and supervisors
on estimation of needs for teacher training on using computer skills, and
application in teaching science in favor of supervisors who rated these needs

at a level higher than what teachers did.

Based on the results of this study it was recommended that training
workshops on computer skills and uses in teaching should be organized by
official sectors in Saudi Arabia . Female science teachers at the elementary
school level should be encouraged to join these training workshops.
Evaluation of these training programs must accompany them. Educational
Training Department in Saudi Arabia is recommended to benefit from the
components of the proposed training program suggested in this study for such
training programs. It was also recommended that a similar study should be
conducted on male science teachers at elementary schools in Saudi Arabia

and compare the results of the two studies.
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