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Abstract

Journalism can be considered as a fundamental tool to emphasize the
importance of any topic that affects the public in general and the
newspapers readers particularly. Also, journalism can be considered as a
tool to transfer, elaborate, and explain the most important events in society.
And since the parliament elections purpose is to determine the parliament
members which will represent the society in the legislative authority for an
upcoming session, the thesis focused on the role of the Journalism sector in
the parliamentary elections of 2018 by analyzing a local Arabic newspaper,
Akhbar AlKhaleej, and a segment of its readers.

The thesis data collection started by content analysis of 270 journalistic
material published in Akhbar AlKhaleej and a questionnaire of a segment
of 213 individuals who are considered as readers for local newspapers.
After the qualitative and quantitative analysis of the data, the analysis
elaborated the significant role of the journalism sector in the parliament
elections analysis. Also, the analysis clarified the relationship between the
newspaper’s activities and the interest of the electors in the elections itself.
Furthermore, although the social media channels spread between society
can be considered of high significance, the Bahraini electors are still
depending on the traditional journalism ways to receive official news and
articles.

The researcher reached to a conclusion that newspapers play a
significant role in the elections in the Kingdom and in the encouragement
of the citizens to participate in the elections. Also, the thesis reached to a
conclusion that the sample citizens are interested to get the information
from the headlines of the articles and not from the article body which shows
the weakness of the articles' content. Another factor is the huge number of
articles which leads to the lack of interest to explore these articles during
the elections period. Finally, the thesis can confirm the significant
importance of the Supreme Committee of Elections as the official source
of election-related information.

In the end, based on the results, the thesis suggested several future
studies related to the topic, such as conducting periodic studies for every
parliament election for the journalism sector role and the social media as
well.
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