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AN OUTLINE OF THE PROBLEM AND THE PROCEDURE OF THE RESEARCH

Throughout the different stages of its history, the concept of
reading has witnessed several developments. It has changed from a
narrow concept, that concentrates on recognising letters and words and
uttering them, to a much wider one that includes comprehension,
association, deduction and criticism. Thus, we can say that these
developments have directed the concept of reading towards focussing on
the skills of silent reading which, from the functional point of view,
is more important than any other kind of reading. Depending on the
use of the eye, not the tongue, silent reading is much easier to
perform than oral reading which depends on the oral expression for
meanings. Silent reading also provides more chances for Dbetter
comprehension and for realising implications and taking notes.
Moreover, silent reading saves time and effort and it is, above all,

the kind of reading that accompanies the child all through his life.

Yet, in spite of the importance of silent reading, the reports
and directives of Arabic language teaching supervisors, as-well as the
field visits that the researcher conducted as a specialist at the
Directorate of Curricula, show that the sixth grade pupils of primary
education lack the skills of silent reading especially those related
to understanding the material read. Pupils are wusually slow at
performing this type of reading. Besides most of the primary stage
teachers are not careful enough to specify the skills to be practised
and developed, causing these skills to lose their effective
functioning. While in class, the teacher rarely cares about the
skills of silent reading. He usually feels content with -asking
questions that test and measure the pupils' ability to memorize the
information he, himself, presents in class and then spends the
remaining time in oral reading which pupils perform in a most boring

and monotonous way.

Owing to the facts mentioned above, the researcher has prepared
this study with the aim of specifying some suitable silent reading
skills for the standard of the sixth grade pupils and showing to what

extent pupils can acquire these skills. The study also aims at
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revealing points of weakness related to the specified skills and

suggesting possible remedial programmes. Thus, this research can be

considered as an attempt to find answers to the following questions :

The

What silent reading skills should pupils acquire by the end

of the primary stage ?

To what extent can the sixth grade pupils acquire the silent
reading skills related to the comprehension of the material

read ?

Are there any differences of statistical significance,
attributed to sex, between boys and girls in acquiring

silent reading skills related to comprehension ?

Are there any differences of statistical significance
between boys and girls in the number of words read per

minute ?

Is there any association of statistical significance between
the standard of acquiring silent reading skills related to
comprehension among the sixth grade pupils and the numebr of

words these pupils can read per minute ?

Are there any differences of statistical significance, among
pupils who belong to the three different social and
economical standards (high, middle and low) in acquiring
silent reading skills related to comprehension, that can be

attributed to these standards ?

research also aims at checking the correctness of the

following hypotheses :

The first hypothesis :

a)

In testing the ability to read silently, with regard to
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comprehension skills, the average score of the sixth grade
pupils - the whole sample - is less than % 50 of the total
mark allotted for the test as a whole and for each separate

skill.

b) In testing the ability to read silently, with regard to
comprehension skills, the average score of boys in the sixth
grade is less than % 50 of the total mark allotted for the

test as a whole and for each separate skill.

c) In testing the ability to read silently, with regard to
comprehension skills, the average score of girls in the
sixth grade is less than % 50 of the total mark allotted for

the test as a whole and for each separate skill.

The second hypothesis :

In testing the ability to read silently, there are
differences of statistical significance between the average score
of boys and that of girls of the sixth grade that can be

attributed to sex.

The third hypothesis :

There are differences of statistical significance between
boys and girls concerning the average number of words they can

read per minute.

The fourth hypothesis :

a) In testing the ability to read silently, with regard to
comprehension skills, there is no association of statistical
significance between the score of the sixth grade pupils -
the whole sample - and the number of words they can read per

minute.
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b) In testing the ability to read silently, with regard to
comprehension, there is no association of statistical
significance between the score of boys and the number of

words they can read per minute.

c) In testing the ability to read silently, with regard to
comprehension, there is no association of statistical
significance between the score of girls and the number of

words they can read per minute.

The fifth hypothesis

a) In testing the ability to read silently, with regard to
comprehension, there are no differences of statistical
significance in the score of the sixth grade pupils - the
whole sample - which can be attributed to the different

social or economical standards.

b) In testing the ability to read silently, with regards to
comprehension, there are no differences of statistical
significance in the score of boys which can be attributed to

the different social or economical standards.

c) In testing the ability to read silently, with regard to
comprehension, there are no differences of statistical
significance in the score of girls which can be attributed

to the different social or economical standards.

After the presentation of the problem and its questions and
hypotheses, the second chapter of this study included a review of the
previous studies and researches, Arabic and foreign - which dealt with
silent reading. The aim behind this has been to show the location of

the present study among the other studies.

The third chapter, which forms the theoritical frame of this

study, has dealt with several points some of which are:
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The nature of reading :

Under this heading, the researcher reviewed some of the patterns
researchers use to illustrate their concepts of reading such as the
patterns of Gray, Smith, Giff and Welburg. The third chapter also
pointed out the main objectives of teaching reading in primary schools
and assured that these objectives should be varied, since reading is
not a mere group of mechanical abilities, but characteristics that

enable the conscious mind to control the access to knowledge.

The theoretical frame referred to kinds of reading and its
categories, focussing on the concept of the ability to read silently.
It also pointed out the categorization, attained by some specialists

in teaching reading, which included :

a) Literal understanding, or understanding direct information.

b) Inferential understanding, or understanding what is between

the lines.

c) Critical understanding, or understanding what is behind the

lines.

The theoritical frame of the study reviewed some lists of silent
reading skills set by a group of Arab and foreign researchers. It
also alluded to speed in reading silently and how this skill can be
measured. The theoretical frame finally reviewed some techniques
which can be used to evaluate the pupils' acquisition of silent

reading skills.

The fourth chapter of this study reviewed the instruments of the
research and the methods followed to build and apply them. These

instruments are :
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b)
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Silent reading skills card :

This was derived from several sources such as '"The
Project of Developed Curriculum for the Primary Stage" and
“The Arabic Language Curriculum for the Primary Stage', as
well as the previous researches and studies and the opinions
of specialists. The card consisted of 21 skills including
some skills of direct, inferential and critical
understanding. It also pointed out the speed accompanied by

understanding.

To adjust the card, it was checked by some thirty judges

of the following categories :

- a group of specialists in the Arabic language.

- a group of specialists in the primary educati on.
- a group of the sixth grade teachers.

To know the skills which the judges agreed on as
suitable for the pupils of the sixth grade, the researcher
applied the chi - square test for statistical significance.
Consequently, the group of skills measured by the test of
silent reading ability were chosen according to two criteria:

1. The skill should have a high rate of frequency.

2. The frequency should be for the good of the cell (very

suitable).
The test of the ability to read silently :

This test aims at measuring how far the sixth grade

pupils can acquire the silent reading skills agreed upon Dby
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the Jjudges who checked the card which the researcher
prepared. These skills are :
1. Understanding the main idea in the reading text.
2. Understanding the meaning of vocabulary from the context.
3. Understanding partial ideas.
4, Deduction.
5. Judging the material read.
6. Speed of reading.

The test, in its preliminary shape, consisted of six
reading passages followed by a group of 44 questions which
covered all the skills to be measured. While building up
these questions it was regarded that :

1. All the test passages are not from the set reading texts.
2. The subjects of the reading passages should be varied
and should cover different fields of knowledge and

culture.

3. The vocabulary should be familiar to the sixth grade

pupils.

4. The test gquestions should all be objective, and need

nothing to answer except marking the right alternate.

5. In building up the questions, there should be as much
adherence as possible to the main criteria such as
clarity of phrasing, avoiding repetition and keeping

associated to the general objective being measured.
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To make sure of the reliability of the test, it was
checked by a group of judges from the professors of Bahrain
University and other Arabic universities. The judges showed
a number of remarks sdme of which were related to the shape
of the test and its design, while some others were related
to the 1linguistic phrasing and vocabulary of the reading
texts. Those remarks were all discussed with the research
supervisor, and according to his directives, the researcher
prepared the modified form of the test which consisted of
six reading passages (including 970 words) followed by 36

questions.

After trying the test on an explanatory group of 60
pupils (boys and girls), its constancy quotient was
calculated according to Cronbakh equation for inner
integration. It was found that the test had a good

constancy quotient of 0.83.
The scale of family social and economical standard :

The researcher made use of the scale prepared by the
Bahraini researcher Abdullah Salman with some
modifications. To adjust the scale and make sure of its
reliability, it was checked by a group of judges; and to
calculate its constancy it was applied twice on the families
of 30 pupils of Sanabis Primary Girls School. It was found
that the gotient of association between the degrees of the
scale in the first and second times was 0.95 which made it

clear that the scale had a high degree of constancy.

For applying the instruments of the research, the researcher

followed the steps mentioned below :

1.

Testing the research sample :

The sample consisted of 372 pupils (boys and girls) from
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different state schools in Bahrain. This figure was decided
according to some statistical equations to make the sample a
true representation of the original society of the study.
The sample was chosen according to the class random method.

The original society of the study was divided into six areas:
1. Hid and Muharrag.

2. Manama and Jid Hafs.

3. The Middle and Northern provinces and Hamad Town.

4. Isa Town and Rafaa.

5. Sitra.

6. The Western province.

Areas near to each other were joined together to form
one area. The % 5 of the total number of pupils in each
area were taken from one school for boys and another for
girls in the same area. Both the schools and the percentage
of pupils were chosen in a random way.

Instrument application:

For applying the two research instruments (the test of

the ability to read silently and the scale of family social

and economical standard), the researcher followed these

steps @

1. Paying field visits to the schools of the sample with

the aim of :
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b)

c)
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Meeting principals and teachers to discuss the test
instructions and what should be done at the time of

application.

Choosing the sample of pupils from the school lists

according to the technique mentioned above.

Distributing the scale of the social and economical
standard among the pupils of the sample. Families
were asked to participate in answering the scale

items to guarantee the highest possible accuracy.

Applying the test of the ability to read silently at the

same time in all the schools of the research sample to

keep the secrecy of the questions. Test booklets were

given to the schools one day before the test date.

Scoring the test of the ability to read silently :

a)

b)

c)

d)

The test booklets were classified according to sex

and then numbered.

The total score of the test was decided and then

distributed among the various skills to be measured.

A scoring key was prepared (a table that contains

the right alternates).

Scoring the pupils' answers and copying the score in

special tables to facilitate the statistical

analysis.

Finding the reading speed of each pupil by dividing the

number of words read by the time the pupil took to read

them.
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5. Scoring the scale of family social and economical

standard :

a) The scale forms were classified and numbered as

previously done with the text booklets.

b) Scoring the scale with a mark allotted to each of

its dimensions.

c¢) Classifying the pupils according to the score they

got into three levels : high, middle and low.

The fifth chapter of this study dealt with the statistical
procedures which were used to analyse the results. It also included a
review and an explanation of these results. The most important

results were as follows ¢

1. Most of the sixth grade pupils of the primary education lack
the skills of silent reading. That is why the score they
got was less thn % 50 of the total score of the test that

measured these skills.

2. Boys are weaker than girls at the skills of silent reading.
In all the skills measured boys got less than % 50 of the
total score. Girls, on the other hand, got less than % 50
only in two skills (understanding vocabulary and judging the
material read), while in all other skills, they got slightly
higher than % 50.

3. Understandingvthe vocabulary is the most difficult skill for
boys; next to it is the skill of judging the material read;
then understanding partial ideas; after that  comes
deduction; and finally the skill of understanding the main

idea.
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The most difficult skill for girls is understanding the
vocabulary; next to it is the skill of judging the material
read; then deduction; after that comes the skill of
understanding partial ideas; and finally understanding the

main idea.

The average number of words girls can read per minute is

higher than that of boys.

The social and economical standards of the sample pupils
were not an effective factor with regard to their results in
the test of the ability to read silently. The results did
not reveal any differences of statistical significance in

the score pupils of the three categories got.

There is a positive association with a statistical
significance of 0.1 between the pupils' comprehension of the
material read and their speed in grasping it. Yet, the
degree of this association is considered low among the
sample as a whole and medium among boys and girls if treated

separately.

The fifth chapter ended by putting forward some proposals for

developing the skills of silent reading and overcoming its

difficulties. These proposals can be summed up as follows :

Regarding equilibration in deciding the objectives of

teaching reading in the primary stage.

Developing the academic preparation of the Arabic 1language

teachers.
Developing teaching methods.

Developing the role played by the school library.
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The participation of the family in developing silent reading

skills.

The participation of the social environment in developing

silent reading skills.




