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(") Yvon DANDURAND, Criminal Justice and the Protection of Children against Violence, Paper
presented at: “Crime and Punishment — Back to the Future for Sentencing and Corrections

Reform”, International Society for the Reform of Criminal Law, United States of America, 2014.
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(") Xiang Ming Fang and it all, the burden of child maltreatment in China: a systematic review,
Bull World Health Organ—published by the World Health Organization, 2015.
(") Erika VARADI-CSEMA, Children’s Rights and the Criminal Protection of Minors, Central

European Academic Publishing, Hungary, 2022.
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Abstract

The study aimed to identify the meaning of the term criminal protection for children in
the Restorative Justice Law and to identify the forms of objective criminal protection in the
Restorative Justice Law, while shedding light on the legal shortcomings in the objective criminal
protection of the child according to the Restorative Justice Law, in addition to identifying an
evaluative view of the Restorative Justice Law for children in their criminal protection in light of
the digital transformation and virtual electronic reality. The study relied on three approaches:
the first is the descriptive approach, as it is one of the main approaches in research studies to
determine the nature of the research topic and its main elements, the comparative approach: to
determine the similarities and differences between the law of reformative justice and the
general rules for the criminal protection of children in Bahraini law, in addition to comparative
law, and the deductive approach: to study the research problem by starting from the general
rules to the specific, and from the whole to the part. Criminal protection of children has
witnessed a remarkable development, especially in Bahraini legislation, by relying on the model
of restorative justice and adopting the principle of the best interest of the child. The Juvenile
Law issued by Decree-Law No. (17) of 1976 regarding juveniles was abolished, in addition to
the provisions of Chapter Seven and some articles of the Child Law issued by Law No. (37) of
2012, so that the Bahraini legislator can enshrine new provisions to protect children from abuse
and protect them in the event of their exposure to danger. And avoid using terms that have a

psychological impact on the child (such as a delinquent or perverted child).

Therefore, the study addressed the aspects of objective protection based on the Child
Correctional Justice Law and comparative laws, as it was shown that this law guarantees
objective criminal protection that includes various forms of abuse that the child may be exposed
to. To enhance objective protection, the study recommended that the Bahraini legislator amend
the penalty contained in Article (55/5) of the Child Correctional Justice Law, to become
"'imprisonment for a period of not less than one year and a fine not exceeding one thousand

dinars' and thus delete the phrase (or one of these two penalties).
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