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ABSTRACT

Subject: Woman’s Image in the Old Arabic Narrative Works
“al-Jahiz works, al- Aghani by al- Asbahani and the Arabic epics”

Prepared by: Dheya Abdulla Khamis Al-Ka’abi,
Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Ibrahim Al-Sa’afin.

The Study deals with woman’s image in old Arabic narrative works. It depends
upon some selective narrative works wherein the woman has a remarkable,
distinguished presence. These works are: Compilations of al-Jahiz, al-Aghani of al-
Asbahani, and the popular Arab siras (epics). Besides, the study aims of exploring the
woman’s image in the narrative heritage, with reference to the cultural, historical, and
social contexts, and tries to clarify its artistic characteristics.

In achieving such goals I have benefited, in the current study of an inter-
disciplinary approach bases on different approaches such as: social approach, statistical
stylistics, and modern narratology, so as to find the different structures of the texts.

Apart of an introduction, I have divided this study into two main parts: In the
introduction I shed light on the stituation of the woman in the Arab and Islamic
Civilization, and try to acquaint with her image in the Arab and Islamic thought. The
first main parts has been devoted to the objective characteristics of the woman’s
image. I divided this main part into four chapters: social image, moral image, mental
image, and cultural image in addition to the sexual and sensational image..

The second main part consists of three chapters: lexicon, stylistic
characteristics, and narrative image of woman.

The elaborated study showed that woman’s image is mingled and inter-linked,
besides, it is connected to it’s social, historical and cultural contexts. No one typical
image has been found, while the artistic characteristics in the narrative heritage is
versified.

We discover that the texts we used in this study are different in their both
lexical fields: normal and figurative. The recurrence of the vocabulary dealing with
woman’s body is striking feature. Accordingly, we would consider such vocabulary as
key-words for the woman’s image in the narrative heritage.

With using statistical stylistics we concluded that the texts used in this study
paid more attention to the figurative language. The scale of vocabulary diversification
showed us that these texts have different stylistics ways in using vocabulary, in
comparison with other texts that ignored the woman.

At last, the woman’s image couldn’t be separated from the social, cultural and
historical structures of the texts. The woman’s image implied some inter-linked
elements: such as: point of view;, character, time; and place and space.
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