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Abstract

The purpose of the study was to examine the effects of teaching by
using cognitive mapping ( maps ) on academic achievement and
maintaining the information of Social Studies with the fifth grade
elementary female students.

The study tried to answer the following questions:

1. What effect does instruction by using cognitive
mapping(maps) have on academic achievement on Social
Studies with the fifth grade elementary girls?

2. What effect does instruction by wusing cognitive
mapping(maps) have on female students’ maintenance of the
information they have 'already studied in the fifth grade
elementary Social Studies textbook and its recall when
needed?

A set of cognitive mapping (maps ) were prepared, related to the
topics chosen for study in the fifth grade elementary Social Studies
textbook. Also, an achievement test was designed. The test included 32
multiple-choice items. The study was conducted on Hamad Town Girls
Elementary School, Kingdom of Bahrain. The subjects were 56 girls,
divided into two groups:

experimental group (27) and control group (29).
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The experimental design was used through forming two groups,
experimental and control. The experimental group received instruction by
using cognitive mapping (maps), whereas the control group received
instruction by using the traditional approach. It was found that the two
groups were equal and match concerning the previous knowledge of the
study topics. The experiment (study) lasted for four weeks, two periods a
week.

The two groups, experimental and control, were taught by the
researcher herself. The pre-test and the post-test were applied and used.
The postponed test was also used four weeks after the post-test.

The hypotheses of the study were tested and examined by using a t
test. The study concluded the following :

1 . Instruction by using cognitive mapping (maps) in teaching
selected topics in the present study of the fifth grade elementary social
studies textbook has no effects on academic achievement.

2 . Instruction by using cognitive mapping (maps) in teaching

selected topics in the present study of the fifth grade elementary

Social Studies textbook has positive effects on maintaining the

information the students have already and previously studied.

(s)




According to the results of the study, these are some suggestions:
1. To emphasize male and female teachers’ training on the
way of drawing cognitive mapping (maps) and how to
employ and use it in the instructional process as a
teaching instrument because it helps the students
organize, connect and correlate the information.
2. To emphasize students’ training on making cognitive
mapping (maps) so that the students can be able to make
and create these maps by themselves.
3. To employ and use cognitive mapping (maps) in

teaching different school subjects at different stages.
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