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Abstract
Researcher: Noora Abdulla Sanad Al Kharsan

Thesis title: "A Semiotic Analysis of Cartoons in Bahrain Newspapers-
Analytical thesis".

Media & Public Relations Section- Arts, Sciences and Education College-
Ahlia University

Objectives of the study:

The study aimed to reveal the meanings behind the shapes, lines and colors
in cartoons under study and see if the images are in line with the events and
developments that occur in the reality of the cartoonist Abdullah
AlMuharragi's society. It also aimed to find out whether caricatures in
newspapers under study, could express themselves without using the
linguistic message. On the other hand, the study aimed to identify the
borders of simplicity and complexity in the expression of ideas and
opinions, in addition to the disclosure of the most important topics
addressed by these images and what are the messages contained.

Society and sample of the study:

The study population consisted of all the cartoons of the artist Abdulla Al
Muharragi, published in the Bahraini (Akhbar al Khaleej) newspaper, that
Issued in the period between January 1 to December 31, 2015, which was
(300) cartoons. The study sample consisted of (36) images, and were
chosen by (Constructed Week Sampling) method, to ensure the non-
recurrence of dates or days, and gives equal opportunity for all days of the
study period.

Study tools:

Content Analysis form was the tool that used to collect information, which
had built by the researcher and approved after checking the validity and
reliability indicators.
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Researcher also, adopted a Semiotic Analysis network and used it to to
detect signs of semiotics inherent in cartoons under study.

Results of the study

The study found a range of results, and below is the most important:

Abdulla Al Muharraqgi's cartons characterized as dealing with
Important issues« starting from Bahraini cases< and switching to all
axes that affects Arab masses and rally them.

The ability of Al Muharragi to innovate and generate ideas and
diversification in terms of subject¢ using everything around him
from signs, symbols, and technical tools¢« that sometimes induced
from his memory reservoir« through the consciousness of the role of
caricature in shaping development in different forms.

He used the harsh space of black and white, to transfer the pulse of
the street through these tow colors.

Our cartoonist succeeded in transforming the art of caricature from
the art of elite and intellectuals to the art of the public, by using a
classical language that suits and fits most recipients.

The topics treated in cartoons exist in reality, whereas the
appearance of these images kept pace with these topics, and its
lifetime associated with the duration of the life of fact photographed.
Most of Al Muharragi's cartoons cannot dispense with the linguistic
message, which comes to guide and enlighten the true meaning of
the image, and to cover the weaknesses and give complementary to
the cartoon.

Politics was the fertile ground of his cartoons, whereas most of the
Images under study was in political theme, even though it took a
social character.

Abdulla Al Muharragi's cartoons is a key to the formation of cultural
frameworks to the public, through informing them of events and
helping them understanding local and international issues, and
committing to immediate coverage, objectivity and fairness, which
helps audience in the formation of opinions and accurate decisions.
He was Smart in using metaphors and imageries, and he was able to
use the drawing area in a way that relaxes the eye and provides an
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atmosphere of acceptance, which contributes in delivery of ideas and
not confuse the sight by excessive details.
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