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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PERCEPTUAL SKILLS
AND SOME READING DISABILITIES
OF PRIMARY SCHOOL STUDENTS IN BAHRAIN

ABSTRACT

This study aimed at identifying the nature of relationship between some
visual and auditory perceptual skills and reading disabilities of 2nd and 3rd
~ graders enrolied in primary schools in Bahrain.

Specifically, the study aimed at answering the following questions:

1) What type of relationship is there between some auditor)} perceptual skills
and reading disabilities for 2nd and 3rd graders? '

2) What type of relationship is there between some visual perceptual skills and
some reading disabilities for ond and 3rd graders?

3) Isthere any differences in the relationship between some visual and auditory
perceptual skiils and some reading disabilities for ond and 3rd graders?

The sample of the study consisted of 98 male and female 2nd and 3rd
graders from ditferent primary schools applying the class-teacher approach.

The following measurements were used in the study: Colored Progressive
Matrices, Goodenough-Harris Draw-A-Man Test, Reading Diagnostic Tests
(Prepared by the researcher), Test of Auditory perceptual skills, and Test of Visual
perceptual Skills. These measurements were translated into Arabic to suit the
Bahrain culture.

A satisfactory level of reliability and validity was obtained.

The following are the most important results of the study:
1) - The resuits revealed that there are correlations between auditory perceptual

skills and some reading disabilities, except for disabilities of adding and
appropriateness; however, there is a correlation between auditory




k.

J

processing skills and the remaining reading skills. In addition, there is a
correlation between reading direction and the auditory number memory,
auditory sentence memory and auditory word memory, and auditory
discrimination. Nevertheless, there are no correlations between the difficulty
of adding and auditory perceptual skills. Moreover, there are no
correlations between auditory interpretation of directions and any of the
reading disabilities.

The study also revealed that there is a correlation between visual
discrimination skills and difficulties of word recognition and adding. In
addition, the results showed that visual spatial skill correlates with
understanding, comprehending, and omitting. Whereas, the other visual
perceptual skills do not correlate with the other reading disabilities. This
may be due to the contents of the Test of VisuaI-PercéptuaI Skills which
depends solely on shapes in all its sub-tests. '

The results also showed significant differences between 2nd and 3rd grades
in the difficulties of understanding, comprehending, replacing, reading rate,
appropriateness and adding at the statistical significance level of .01. And
also, the results showed significant differences between the two groups of
students in the auditory number memory (p < .01).

The results of the study point out that the correlations have been effected

by several related variables in achieving reading, therefore, we cannot accept
one variable as the main which effects all reading disabilities.
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