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Abstract

This study was conducted to uncover means of assessment mostly used

by the teachers of the first three years of the elementary school in

Bahrain, as well as the difficulties faced by those teachers.

A questionnaire was designed by the author to answer the study question

and distributed to 130 teachers (males & females) randomly taken from —

schools applying the authentic assessment system. The questionnaire was

supported by an observation list conducted by the author to check 55

portfolios randomly chosen from classrooms taught by the candidates.

The results of the study showed the following:-

1.

The majority of the teachers frequently use the three main tools of
assessment namely, tests, observation and student’s portfolio
(81.6%).

Considerable differences were registered regarding the years of
service (experience).

No considerable differences were witnessed regarding sex.

A considerable number of the candidates (49.1%) do not use
“observation” as a means of assessment. They do not use special
forms or cards to continuously write down their observations about
individual students to use these later as a feedback or an

information base for their decisions concerning their students.

. Most teachers (66%) find difficulties in designing tests (diagnostic

or accumulative) and need further training to acquire necessary

skills.
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