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Abstract

This study aims to test the effectiveness of using a computer program to
develop the map-reading skills of the 6" grade primary students. It is
hypothesized that there are no significant statistical differences between a pre-
test and post-test mean scores of students after using the computer program.

A semi-empirical methodology was adopted to achieve the aim of the study.
The sample population consisted of a class of 31 six graders at Al Imam Al
Tabari Primary School which was randomly selected for the study. The pupils
took the pre-test, then they were given 6 computer-based teaching sessions on
map-reading, after which the same test was used as a post-test.

A T-test was used to assess the validity of the hypothesis. The results
invalidated the hypothesis. That is, they showed a significant difference between
the mean scores of the pupils on the post-test at the 0.05 level, compared to their
performance on the pre-test.

To further validate the effectiveness of the computer program, Blake's
adapted gain formula was used. The results also indicated the effectiveness of
the program in developing the map-reading skills of the population. The
obtained gain value was 1.26 which is significant at the 0.05 level (1.2). Hence,

the program was found to be effective.
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