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Conception of Parent- Child Relationship and its Relation to Self-Esteem in
Persons with Mild Intellectual Disability Across Different Ages

Muna A. A. Dashti
Supervised by
Dr. Mohamed A. Huwaidi & Dr. Elsayed S. Elkhamisi
Abstract

This study aims at identiying the difference in conception of parent-child relationship in
persons with mild intellectual disability across two age stages: (9-10) years and (16-17)
years, and to investigate whether the degree of self-esteem differs by the different
conception of parent-child relationship in persons with mild intellectual disability, also
it aims to identify if it possible to predict the level of self-esteem in persons with mild
intellectual disability through the dimensions of conception of parent-child relationship.
The study sample consisted of (40) male and female students from intellectual
education and vocational rehabilitation schools in the state of Kuwait, out of which (10)
male students and (10) female students aged (9-10) years, and others of the same
number aged (16-17) years. To answer the study questions, the researcher used
conception of parent-child relationship scale prepared by Selman et al., localized by the
researcher, self-esteem test for children prepared by Ibrahim and modified by AL-
Sarhan, and self-esteem scale for adolescents with mild intellectual disability prepared
by the researcher. The analysis revealed that there is a statistically significant difference
in both the total score and some dimensions of conception of parent-child relationship
(parent-child relationship formation, love and cooperation, punishment) in favor of
persons with mild intellectual disability in the age range (16-17) years; meaning that
conception of parent-child relationship increasingly grows according to the increase of
chronological age in persons with mild intellectual disability, and the students from both
genders in this study were at six developmental stages from levels of conception of
parent-child relationship, also, it was found that the male and female students in the six
stages of conception of parent-child relationship obtained high scores on both self-
esteem scales, and that the self-esteem score of persons with mild intellectual disability
increases by the growing developmental stages of conception of parent-child
relationship, furthermore, it was shown that both dimensions (parent-child relationship
- formation, love and cooperation) from dimensions of conception of parent-child
relationship explain (54.9%) of the changes in self-esteem of persons with mild
intellectual disability.

Keywords: conception, parent-child relationship, mild intellectual disability, self-esteem.
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