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Abstract

The research is focused on the study of the position of substantive legal
protection for antiquities. It discusses antiquities by reviewing the definition
of the word from linguistic, terminological, legislative, judicial and even
jurisprudential aspects. The research has distinguished between the various
types of antiquities. It has compared recorded and classified antiquities, fixed
and movable antiquities, and land as well as water-based antiquities. The
study also deals with the comparison of antiquities and heritage, and
examines the differences between both concepts. It highlights the importance
of antiquities from religious, material and moral perspectives. The research
then proceeds to discuss the legal nature of substantive legal protection,
deliberating on the results that accrue on such nature. Additionally, the
discussion involves an understanding of the extent to which natural and legal
persons can own such antiquities. The research focuses on the study of
crimes that affect substantive legal protection by presenting a series of
crimes and penalties attached thereto as enacted by the Bahraini legislator
through Decree Law No. 11 of 1995 pertaining to the protection of
antiquities, comparing the latter with the Egyptian and lraqgi antiquities
legislations. In this context, the research discusses crimes of assault on
antiquities like theft, smuggling, possessing and trade along with the
elements and penalties of such crimes. Additionally, the research discusses
crimes that affect the antiquities themselves such as destruction,
counterfeiting, unlicensed excavation and non-submission of antiquities. The
discussion of each crime is accompanied by its elements and applicable

penalties. Lastly, the research presents its conclusions and recommendations.
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