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Abstract

Climate Change is one of the most important issues that concerns the international
community either states or organizations. These are trying hard to find ways to
address Climate Change and its effects. The issue of Climate Change presents a
threat to all forms of life on earth. The only way to address it is by collective efforts
and cooperation between states under international law.

The international community held conferences, prepared Treaties and concluded
agreements to address Climate Change. The Paris Agreement 2015 On Climate
Change was the latest.

Therefore, this study came to analyze the text and provisions of the Paris agreement
2015 on Climate Change to find out if it came with legally binding obligations and
commitments. To do that the researcher went deep into its texts from a legal
perspective. It is an attempt to know the legal form of the agreement, the nature of
the legal provisions it contains and the extent of its legal strength.

This study also attempted to highlight on the attitude of the Kingdom of Bahrain as
one of the parties to the Paris agreement. The reason for that is to show Bahrain’s
efforts and responses to the legally binding provisions of the Paris agreement. Also
it tried to highlight the efforts of Bahrain in combating Climate Change in general
and fulfilling the obligations emerging from the Agreement and from the
international legal system in general for Climate Change from the 1990s until today.

At the end of this study, the researcher adopted a number of results and
recommendations that the international community may consider in future when
negotiating other legal instruments related to climate change. The aim of that is to
develop the current legal instruments of Climate Change and promote the
international law in general. In addition to promote the efforts of The Kingdom of
Bahrain regarding Climate Change responses.

Also, the researcher adopted a number of recommendations to the Bahraini legislator
and the relevant authorities which aim to improve the Kingdom's efforts to address
Climate Change and fulfill its international obligations under various international
legal instruments related to Climate Change.
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1-  ADP: Ad Hoc Working Group on the Durban Platform for Enhanced Action
Saadl daall 0 zleiar radl Ganaddl Jaladl 5l
2- AWGLCA: Ad Hoc Working Group for Long Term Cooperation Actions (%
a1 Al sk o sladll e jaly ixall Galall Jaall
3- CC: Climate Change gl s
4-  CMA: Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris
Agreement (=L B A GlLY) plaal ddia o Jalall Gl LYY aige

5- CO2: Carbon Dioxide 2 s 5 e
O 8

6- COP: Conference of Parties <l yhY¥! jaise
7-  CP: Conference of Parties il Yl s

8- FWCC: First World Climate Conference ~ Js¥! allall Ll yaise

9- GHE: Green House Effect dadali 3 el

10- GHG: Green House Gases aadall o e

11- TIbid: is an abbreviation for the Latin word ibidem. Al all

12- ICSU: International Council Scientific Unions el eladall Culalail ulaa
13-IMO: International Meteorological organization 45l slua ,3U 44 sall dalaidll
14- INDC: Intended National Determined Contributions Lk s 33254l 5 5_iall cilealusal)
15-IPCC: Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Flial s 43 sall 4ua gSalt Ll
16- KEEP: Kingdom of Bahrain energy Efficiency Program — 3Sled 48Uall 36U sl 5
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17- NDC: National Determined Contributions Lk 5 s22sall Cilealiadll

18- Op. Cit.: Opus Citatum Gbad) aa yall

19- Para: Paragraph B3

20- SEC: Sustainable Energy Centre dahaidl AAUN S

21- SEU: Sustainable Energy Unit dahxioaall AUl 0s

22- SIDS: Small Islands Development States 4alill 3 prall 4y 3al) Jsall
23- SWCC: Second World Climate Conference A adlall AU 50

24- UNCED: United Nations Conference for Environment & Development aisa
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25- UNECE: United Nations Economic Commission for Europe Basiall syl dal
LY dalamyl
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27- UNFCCC: United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 4l
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28-WCC: World Climate Conference Ll aise
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E. A. PARSON, A. DESSLER & A. E. DESSLER, The science and politics of Global climate change:

A Guide to the Debate, Cambridge University Press, 2010, PP. 66: 68.

13



Gilall aaadll 8 3)5 LS ((Climate Change) & lidl s Sal mllaiadl L

Al bl ol Ailiasy) linade g LI (i Bsall il QST OS ety i
& Y Alish cuilly a8 A3 el e Jelsall e Aain Gaay (53
32 Jie Ayl it Al HUadl 8 Adalal) Rgmlal) cillealls ¥ e

Lfale tadl o (ot cpm i) 50 ellaiadd T ST fina anaddl <3 5y,
oSl el lly gl 3B cld sl e dege cilyis ) e
Sy bl Gl phall sl 4y ey dysall slia V1 5 ialic ad oo

09" 5T el e Tae (55K e Sale dase

LBl mllaas sy & liall a0 mllaias ae o€ 2 M 4l e ol

vaibad ) mlhaadl e uly Gl aasddl Ciuand o(Climatic Variability) "aa il

c2e¥) sl gl pa i) 8 huis USS o el Axglal b Afgia g Alualio dunuh
e 3538 DA i) ildlas) A Galpail 4l gl

Ul & daany 21 sl DAY 1 uss (o' 1 ) LA i mllaas iy LS
aagabally Aall lail) 8 i5e 05Ky ¢leilpmy LI (315 & ualadl juall dn s & Lud)
B3y Ay sl dunule S 3 Gl e il A 1 580 Flie 8 aiaall il
55000 E IS 5] (53535 ¢(gall Juadl) e Ll

Gl adl Gal) sla¥l Glalle ad ol aneadll 4 (e Gaald) Jaad
Go IS e s saay gt A1 O Aaaliad) cllilly 2Ll s il )
o) o IV bl aalld Ll culilig Ll i Laas elaal) ot olll 5 Ul
L iy Ramgede 05508 ALl il Laiws e bty T syl 050 ) 550 W)
Lomieall YT g3 o s Ll il

(18) Ibid, P. 112.
(19) Ibid.
(20) Ibid, P. 114.
622017 A€y ¢ I Radall i ildl) ol ac€a ipaliall iyl AadlSal sl sl aUaill ¢ (gl e (21)

47 e

14



ity ale JoBia cra gLl il : AU g at)

A S8 pla e linl IS8 o i daa) dladl A e sy g et
O o€ eSS Aa (gal) G Bha sy b g Lin Y @ aldl 35 )li
Agraball Alall 3 aaling e ah ok cad Bnalall LSl e ity J$ a0 sl
sl gll maea a2y (Ol B JalS e ety Las dale S8l 5 a G gy
gle Anlall aLailly

ceAlall alaill jalic puea Ao 2ulad 386 W () alie aalS ayfale
oSy (gl o sball glel IS aag L ) padl (535 alall aall e L i
o8 R Aale Ul s ol Jsal) oSed et Ay g L CulsS Cugaa Gl
S L el 5 alial) alie (B Mty ailas o dll anay (53 andall ()5
By el 1aa o slall aalind ualiall s2a (o jmaie (S e S8 lligh ¢y )
agadall o] 8l Jady Blen el ol aliall o3a Lyl canlajl 5 o3l 1o sl L
IS sball JIS8) s o Sy LA s aaeay 05K Ll

a0y alad) Jalas oL8 oz Liall s pallal (gl cuilall 535l
OFE sla o BN Aal) A Radde Tl 2Ll pas i oV @lldy — gy gl
o Llial) B clede sl ull o QL) 88 (o ofuady cleadil ¢ Joall Lals
sy Y el danlie Jslis (& QEAYI (e ooy = V1 (€S e slall )
A e Fldl e day o Jran b G Jals ligh caglli€ 05l alall Jlay oy
Zdpall Byl of ol A dea e ALl a8 (8 0y Aol Ulay o rean Ly
paliall siaat e alell 4 pla Lo ) S JS i ol pld) s salls cyls A
’ L5 ULl 5 3gs Aalaiall

(22) Robert Henson, The Rough Guide to Climate Change: The Symptoms, The Science, The
Solutions, Second Edition, 2008, Rough Guides LTD, PP. 3: 5.

(23) K. WITTMAN, The Environment and Security, an Examination of Proposal to Redefine Security,
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(34) Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).
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(36) UNEP, Global Environment Outlook (GEO-3): Past, Present and Future Perspectives, Earthscan
Publications LTD, London, 2002, P. 214.

(37) United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Policy Options for Stabilizing Climate,
Chapter 1, Report to Congress, Washington D.C, December 1990, P. 1.
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(123) Daniel Bodansky, The Copenhagen Climate Change Conference: A Post-Mortem, University of
Georgia School of Law, 2010, P 1-5.
(124) UNFCC, Article 15. 16, 17.
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(125) Lavanya Rajamani, The Making and Unmaking of the Copenhagen Accord, International and
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(126) Lavanya Rajamani, The Durban Platform For Enhanced Action And The Future Of The Climate
Regime, International and Comparative Law Quarterly Op. Cit., P 507.
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(129) The Durban Platform, Paragraph 7.

(130) The Ad Hoc Working Group on Long-term Cooperative Action under the Convention (AWG-
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Plan).

(131) Lavanya Rajamani, The Durban Platform For Enhanced Action And The Future Of The Climate
Regime, Op. Cit., P 510.

(132) Lavanya Rajamani, The Reach and Limits of the Principle of Common but Differentiated
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of Climate Change and India: Development, Politics and Governance (OUP, New Delhi, 2011) 118-
119.

(133) Daniel Bodansky, The Durban Platform Negotiations: Goals and Options, Harvard University
Press, 2012, P 3.

(134) Lavanya Rajamani, The Reach and Limits of the Principle of Common but Differentiated
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(136) Decision 1/CP.16 ‘The Cancun Agreements: Outcome of the work of the Ad Hoc Working
Group on Long-term Cooperative Action under the Convention’¢ in the Report of the Conference of the
Parties on its sixteenth session, held in Cancun from 29 November to 10 December 2010,
FCCC/CP/2010/7/Add.1 (15 March 2011). (The Cancun Agreements Decision).
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(137) Para 157-167 in Decision 2/CP.17 1 (Durban LCA Decision) in Report of the Conference of the
Parties on its seventeenth session, held in Durban from 28 November to 11 December 2011,
FCCC/CP/2011/9/Add.
(138) Lavanya Rajamani, The Durban Platform For Enhanced Action And The Future Of The Climate
Regime, Op. Cit., P 512.
(139) Decision 2/CP.17, Op. Cit., Para 160 (Durban LCA Decision).
(140) The Durban Platform, Op. Cit., Paras 3 and 4.
(141) Lavanya Rajamani, The Durban Platform For Enhanced Action And The Future Of The Climate
Regime, Op. Cit., P 513-514.
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(142) Report of the Conference of the Parties on its eighteenth session, held in Doha from 26
November to 8 December 2012, FCCC/CP/2012/8/Add.1 (28 February 2013).

(143) UNFCCC, ‘Decision 1/CMP.8 Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol pursuant to its Article 3,
paragraph 9’ (28 February 2013) FCCC/KP/CMP/2012/13/Add.1 (the Doha Amendment).
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November 2013, FCCC/CP/2013/10 (31 January 2014).
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(146) UNFCCC, ‘Decision 1/CP.19 Further Advancing the Durban Platform’ (31 January 2014)
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(152) UNFCCC, ‘Decision 2/CP.19 Warsaw international mechanism for loss and damage associated
with climate change impacts’ (31 January 2014) FCCC/CP/2013/10/Add.1 (Warsaw Mechanism
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(153) Decision 1/CP.16, Op. Cit., Para 98.

(154) UNFCCC, ‘Decision 3/CP.19 Long-Term Climate finance’ (31 January 2014)
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(289) Daniel Klein, Maria Pia Carazo, Meinhard Doelle, Jane Bulmer, and Andrew Higham, Op. Cit.,
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100



gtk Ll anl 2015 Gul Gl e AEN 52l Camper LY a5l LS

SLBY e qosllaall galall 05 Cung ) e el Ly 5ol claa ol e

gV h GhLY) Gl o e AN 5ol Lzl A M) e SBI 5l
(AL el oLy L sl gi€ily (Lugailly Cally Caneanlly Adlaiall daselall 3 genlly

e £ 3aa¥) LY e gt Likay sanadl claabud) e gl 25N
colally Al SIS ged (Ll g sanna cilaalne <y ) 2 seally & Sa Y ol
Vs ot Al Ane)ll Sl Yy caadal) 1 L 2l 3l aaas e Taa Ll sl
Lokl 1 o2al of sy s S

A AaD) Al f s GUY) 3 3EY dsal @ olld o Gl aBgi,
GUEY T35 Gyl Gl 8 LAY & Laal dias Jelall GLLYY LG50 0o 0t
LAY 1agd Sl A gl 38 any Las ¢ uly

oste Aalall LG A ) Gl Gl (e (3) 2kl (e LY giall i

el e e 3rmn el GLLYY paen dgen Jidiug (RN 5)ladl e LY aea

9", UV 13gd Jladl) dudl) 8 oyl Aaelll ol aes ) Al b oli of e

Dl LY il ol cul€ 8 ¢ Y i) W (bl e o8)lal dun Les

ALl 8 'GhhY) aea’ g salall o3a amse AEN L Gbladl Galdl sda ai &
Byl I o Lad Ll Guly olen 210 Ua BN o LY s e ¢l

Aaalil) Jgall s DAYy il Tase W 5ydle e 5080 o Al 5,L8Y) L
Lalaiall 5) <0 ) 3geall Lalal Cim e BLEY) 8 bl Leamdl Jeally ol by
Jsall o2 aeli o ity Loy ilinally lpaill elisg Ll ially gy Caally Caiall,

(291) Daniel Klein, Maria Pia Carazo, Meinhard Doelle, Jane Bulmer, and Andrew Higham, Op. Cit.,
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(340) COP decision may be considered as a ‘subsequent agreement between the Parties regarding the
interpretation of the treaty or the application of its provisions’« Vienna Convention on the Law of
Treaties (adopted 23 May 1969, entered into force 27 January 1980) 1155 UNTS 331 (VCLT) art 31
(3)(2). And Paris Agreement, Article 4.8. and decision 1/CP.21. para 27. See also Whaling in the
Antarctic (Australia v. Japan: New Zealand intervening) (Judgment).

[2014] ICJ Rep 226, 248 (para 46). AND see J Brunnée, ‘COPing with Consent: Law-Making under
Multilateral Environmental Agreements’ (2002) 15 LJIL 1, 24.

(341) Paris Agreement, Article 4.9.
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Agreement: resolving the inconsistency between global goals and national contributions, Climate
Policy, 2017, Volume 17, Issue No. 1, P 21-26.

(347) Paris Agreement, Article 4.12.
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(410) Paris agreement, Article 9.5.

(411) Daniel Klein, Maria Pia Carazo, Meinhard Doelle, Jane Bulmer, and Andrew Higham, Op. Cit.,
P. 247.

(412) Radoslav S. Dimitrov, The Paris Agreement on Climate Change: Behind Closed Doors, Global
Environmental Politics, Volume 16, Issue 3, 2016, P. 4-5.

(413) Paris agreement, Article 9.7.

(414) Daniel Klein, Maria Pia Carazo, Meinhard Doelle, Jane Bulmer, and Andrew Higham, Op. Cit,
P. 248-249.
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(415) Paris Agreement, Article 9.8.

(416) Daniel Klein, Maria Pia Carazo, Meinhard Doelle, Jane Bulmer, and Andrew Higham, Op. Cit.,
P. 250-259.

(417) Paris Agreement, Article 10.

(418) Daniel Klein, Maria Pia Carazo, Meinhard Doelle, Jane Bulmer, and Andrew Higham, Op. Cit.,
P. 263-265.

(419) Paris Agreement, Article 10.6. and decision 1/CP.21 Paragraph 66-71.

(420) Daniel Klein, Maria Pia Carazo, Meinhard Doelle, Jane Bulmer, and Andrew Hi gham, Op. Cit.,
P. 266.

(421) Daniel Bodansky, Jutta Brunnee, and Lavanya Rajamani, International Climate Change Law, Op.
Cit., P 242,

(422) Paris Agreement, Article 11.
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(423) Daniel Klein, Maria Pia Carazo, Meinhard Doelle, Jane Bulmer, and Andrew Higham, Op. Cit.,
P.277.

(424) Paris Agreement, Article 11.1,,11.2.,and 11.3.

(425) Daniel Klein, Maria Pia Carazo, Meinhard Doelle, Jane Bulmer, and Andrew Higham, Op. Cit.,
P. 283-284.

(426) Paris Agreement, Article 11.4.

(427) Daniel Klein, Maria Pia Carazo, Meinhard Doelle, Jane Bulmer, and Andrew Higham, Op. Cit.,
P. 284-286.

(428) Decision 2/CP.7, Capacity-Building in Developing countries (Non-Annex 1 Parties)«
FCCC/CP/2001/13/Add.1 (21 January 2002).
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(429) Paris agreement, Article 12.
(430) Daniel Klein, Maria Pia Carazo, Meinhard Doelle, Jane Bulmer, and Andrew Higham, Op. Cit.,
P. 296-297.
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(431) Paris agreement, Article 13.

(432) Dinah Shelton, ‘Commitment and Compliance: The Role of Non-Binding Norms in the
International Legal System (Oxford University Press, 2000) 1, 10-13.

(433) Paris agreement, Article 13.1.

(434) Daniel Klein, Maria Pia Carazo, Meinhard Doelle, Jane Bulmer, and Andrew Higham, Op. Cit.,
P. 301.

137



D) i) e Giapad) 99930l 500 dalaiall salall pe AaaDU) Culjidl) L oad
s SlebaY) dlawe G adlall ) e paadl caeally clelay) pads Lad 28l )
&5 g Jhdl da o ety Lay 2 Ul paaty Aalaiall Cilehiadl) eials agd Aal)
Soa) il aiitg g gy ccallad Ty sasadll ilealowaal (33 gai ) jaall aail)
oo & mouagll 1 2La DU ellhy bl adas 3 (il Clela) (st sas

93] 3 yal)

pdiall peall Lty gl 2ol g peall Jlas b Al ) (e 497 4 2l
LS Aule 3)paa daly) ISy (Ll 0 AadlSe Clela) Bl 3 GhLYI e bl
(3l el dddee 8 Ly 2L3 AU asidl JleaY! W aeall e

D) (e iaglly sl Dlly oyt alaiall Rl e s aill of Gl 5y
oo Lol Gl Bp8 fagpaai aeally clebay) Jlas & Al saldl sl o3 48l
Dol Ll il ) el i) (he 3smpall 35U e a i 3 jaa e a1 e g L_ST
| ey bl

clelay! ol leanti Calsll cileglaally lati bl @980 ezl Crianas
b il S8 ¢ B aidl aeall oLy pUd) 5 Jlae 8 GLEYT U (e 33354)
& AU cilaglaall aniy (Ahdall e Sllasy ibag pm i aaly aile (LAY
0Tk 5asaall iles L) Gty Qi 3 ) jaall pal

Laif e oy a3l DU ccasSallyy 2l puas iy hen Al Gilaslaall Ll
B e’ RS N e eilgial g0 Bia g K5 e (M3 ueall 3yl 8 @l o),

(435) Paris Agreement, Article 13.5.

(436) Daniel Klein, Maria Pia Carazo, Meinhard Doelle, Jane Bulmer, and Andrew Higham, Op. Cit.,
P. 307-308.

(437) Paris Agreement, Article 13.6.

(438) Daniel Klein, Maria Pia Carazo, Meinhard Doelle, Jane Bulmer, and Andrew Higham, Op. Cit.,
P. 308.

(439) Paris Agreement, Article 13.7.

(440) Daniel Klein, Maria Pia Carazo, Meinhard Doelle, Jane Bulmer, and Andrew Higham, Op. Cit.,
P. 309.

(441)Paris Agreement, Article 13.8.
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(442) Daniel Klein, Maria Pia Carazo, Meinhard Doelle, Jane Bulmer, and Andrew Higham, Op. Cit.,
P. 309.

(443) Paris Agreement, Article 13.9.
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(448) Ibid, Article 13.14 and 13.15.
(449) Lavanya Rajamani, Ambition and Differentiation in the 2015 Paris Agreement, Op. Cit., P -502
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(450) Paris agreement, Article 13.14 and 14.

(451) Ibid, Article 13.14 and 14.2.

(452) Lavanya Rajamani, Ambition and Differentiation in the 2015 Paris Agreement, Op. Cit., P 503-
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(453) Paris agreement, Article 13.14 and 15.
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(454) Paris Agreement, Article 16.

(455) Daniel Klein, Maria Pia Carazo, Meinhard Doelle, Jane Bulmer, and Andrew Higham, Op. Cit.,
P. 352-372.

(456) Paris Agreement, Article 16.4.

(457) Ibid, Article 17.

(458) Ibid, Article 19,
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(459) Ibid, Article 18.

(460) Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties (VCLT) (adopted 23 May 1969, entered into force 27
January 1980) 1155 UNTS 331 art 2(1) (a). According to this provision, a treaty is ‘an international
agreement, concluded between states in written form and governed by international law whether
embodied in a single instrument or in two or more related instruments whatever its particular
designation’.

(461) Paris agreement, Article 20.

(462) Ibid, Article 21.

(463) The list of signatories, FCCC, ‘List of 175 signatories to Paris Agreement’ http://news-
room.unfece int/paris-agreement/173-states-sign-paris-agreement/ accessed 04 March 2020.
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(464) Paris agreement, Article 22.

(465) Ibid, Article 24.

(466) Ibid, Article 27.

(467) UNFCCC, Article 25 and Kyoto Protocol, Article 25.
(468) Paris agreement, Article 28.
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