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Abstract

Media Literacy seeks to bring about a generation that is media-conscious and
productive at the same time. It attempts to develop students’ critical thinking skills
while using digital technology and dealing with the media. This concept has indeed
gone beyond the stage of training to empowering youths to become digitally productive.
The need to promote cognitive values comes with the increasing use of digital
technology which has turned into an obsession for all members of society. Thus, in
order to bring about a generation that is capable of facing this digital dilemma, it has
become imperative to arm our children with the tools of media literacy and support
them to acquire the relevant cognitive values. The research study has employed a semi-
experimental methodology to investigate two different sample groups of secondary
school students from the Ministry of Education in Bahrain. The first group was formed
of students who have attended some media literacy courses at the Student Media Center,
and the second group was made up of students who did not attend the media courses at
the center by using the questionnaire tool, in the period between June and July 2019.

The results of the study were as follows:

The majority of respondents, 99.5%, have an account in the digital social media
platforms with only one member of the sample (0.5%) who does not have an
account.The most commonly used digital media applications by secondary school
students who have attended and who have not attended the courses at the Student Media
Center courses are "WhatsApp" with a mean score of 4.290, followed by "Instagram"
with a mean score of 3.555. Twitter, with a mean score of 3.405, was followed by
Facebook with a mean score of 3.395, and Snapchat with a mean score of 3.045.

The highest percentage of the study sample who have attended the Student Media
Center courses use mobile phones in digital media by 90.0%, while 10.0% of them use
the computer. Mobile phones are used in digital media by (84.0%) of students, while
(16.0%) of them use the computer in digital media, 11.0% of the students who have
attended the courses of the Student Media Center for digital media have produced more
than 5 information materials. However, only 1% of the non-attendees have produced
more than 5 information materials.

The results of the chi-Square Test (x2) show that there are statistically significant
differences (at the level of significance = 0.05) in the number of media materials
produced by secondary school students who have attended courses at the Student Media
Center and those who have not attended any courses.

Most important source of guidance for 71.0% of secondary school students who have
attended courses at the Media Student Center for correct digital use is the “Media
Center Training Courses”. However, 44% of the students who have not attended any
courses at the Student Training Center declared that they relied on themselves. The

93




results the chi-Square Test (x2) show that there are statistically significant differences
(at the level of significance = 0.05) in the source of guidance between the secondary
school students who have attended courses and those who have not attended any
courses, in favor of training courses for the students who have attended courses at the
Student Media Center, and in favor of self-reliance for the students who have not
attended any courses at the Student Media Center.

The results of the chi-Square Test (¥2) also show that there are no statistically
significant differences at the level of significance (0.05) in the media messages that are
re-sent by both groups of students.

Most important cognitive values which media literacy has developed among the
students who have or who have not attended courses at the Student Media Center is the
"value of integrity" with a mean score of (1.875), followed by “the value of Honestly”
in the second place with a mean score of (1.846 )and a standard deviation of (0.629).
The "value of responsibility towards the others” came in third place with a mean score
of (1.833) and a standard deviation of (0.617), then the "Nationalisem value
(constitution and law") in the fourth place with a mean score of (1.368) and a standard
deviation of (0.590).
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