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Abstract

The Effect of Using the Coperative Learning Strategy on the
Achievement and Attitudes of Fourth Intermediate Students

toward Arabic Language in Kuwait.

by
Nawal A. Al-Towaijri

The purpose of this study is to determine the effect of using
the cooperative learning strategy “Learning Together” on the
achievement of fourth- intermediate students in Kuwait, and on
their attitudes toward Arabic language.

To achieve this goal, a 50-item test to measure Arabic
language skills (comprehension, grammar, vocabulary, and artistic
appreciation) was constructed by the author. The test covered
three topics chosen from the textbook of Arabic for the forth-
intermediate classes in Kuwait in the academic year 2001/2002.
She also designed a questionnaire of 20 items to unveil student
attitudes toward Arabic language.

Two classes were randomly chosen from the fourth
intermediate classes in the Layla Al-Qurashiya Intermediate
School for Girls in Kuwait City. The two classes were divided at
random into two heterogeneous groups, control and experimental,
each containing 30 students.

After examining the control and experimental groups for
equivalence, the students in the two groups were subjected to the
achievement test and the questionnaire prior to the treatment. The
experimental group was taught for three weeks using the “Learning
Together” strategy while the control group was taught in a
traditional way for the same period. Both the test and the
guestionnaire were administered to the two groups after the end of
the treatment.

The T-test for independent samples revealed significant
differences (o = 0.05) between the mean scores of the control and
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experimental groups in both the test and the questionnaire for the
favor of the experimental group.

In the light of these findings, the author recommends the
adoption of the cooperative learning strategies and its
implementation in the schools of Kuwait starting from the primary
stage of education. She also recommends the inclusion of this
method in the In-service Training Programs intended for teachers
of Arabic language and other subjects.
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