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Environmental Education Concepts in the Islamic
Common Core Secondary Level Textbooks of the
Kingdom of Bahrain

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to identify the concepts of Environmental
Education in the Islamic Education textbooks used for common core
courses at the secondary level in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

The study addresses the following main questions:

I. What are the concepts of environmental education in the Islamic
Education textbooks used for common core courses at the
secondary level in the Kingdom of Bahrain?

2. How are the concepts of environmental education presented in the
Islamic Education textbooks used for common core courses at the
secondary level in the Kingdom of Bahrain?

Sources of data consist of an analysis of the four textbooks used in the
common core courses of the secondary level in the Kingdom of Bahrain.
These textbooks comprise 99 lessons, making up a total of (497) pages.

To achieve the objectives of the study, a descriptive approach based on
content analysis was adopted, in which a paragraph is taken as a unit of
analysis. The researcher also designed a list of descriptors which served
as a scale to analyze the concepts of Environmental Education in the
content of the four textbooks. The list of concepts and their definitions
was adopted from the literature on educational research and previous
studies conducted in the field of Environmental Education. The list
consisted of eight domains (main concepts) of environmental education,
and these were: the environmental system, natural resources, population,
environmental problems, economy and technology, environmental
decisions, and environmental morals. Each concept includes the elements
which it constitutes. The main concept also includes a group of sub-
concepts, which together form a complete description of each concept.
Thus the analysis list consists of 106 items (of main concepts) which
derive from the 8 main concepts of environmental education.

The analysis list was piloted during the study. The four Islamic Education

textbooks were divided into paragraphs (2104 in total), and after a
statistical analysis was conducted, the following results were obtained:
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. In the analysis of the Islamic textbooks used in teaching the subject

of Islamic Education in common core courses at the secondary
level, the total number of paragraphs containing concepts of
environmental education was 406 out of 2104, representing 19.3%
of the total.

. Most of the concepts of environmental education present in the

Islamic Education textbooks used in common core courses at the
secondary level, are related to the domain of environmental morals.
The total number of paragraphs reflecting such domains was about
184 in the four textbooks, representing 45.32% of the total. These
concepts were observed in the following courses:

- Islam and Contemporary Issues (Religion 104) in 67
paragraphs.

- Islamic relations and Systems (Religion 102) in 67
paragraphs.

- Studies in the Islamic Faith (Religion 101) in 32 paragraphs.

- The Holy Qur’aan and the S’unna. (Religion103) in 18
paragraphs.

. Most of the concepts of environmental education in Islamic

Education textbooks used in common core courses at the
secondary level, are included in the content of the paragraphs,
making up a total of 333 concepts, or 82%; about 59 concepts are
present in subtitles (14.53%); and the least mentioned are in the
main titles (14 concepts, a percentage of 3.45%).

The textbook used in Religion 104 (Islam and Contemporary
Issues) contains most of the concepts of environment education
(about 144 concepts); followed by the textbook of Islamic relations
and Systems (Religion 102, 142 concepts); and Studies in the
Islamic Faith (Religion 101, 73 concepts). The Holy Qur’aan and
S’unna. (Religion103) contains the smallest number of concepts:
(47) only.

Based on the results, the study has a number of recommendations as
follows:

1.

There is a need for the modification of the Islamic education
textbooks to represent a more in-depth inclusion of environmental
education concepts.

. Special consideration should be given to the major concepts of

environmental education to help secondary students acquire and
understand these concepts.
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3. Efforts should be made to create a balance between the concepts of
environment education when introduced in the curriculum and

textbooks.

4. Islamic Education authors have a significant role when
incorporating environmental education or integrating its content
into the curriculum being made.

5. The analysis list designed in the study can serve as a useful tool
when integrating the concepts of environmental education into the
curriculum of the secondary cycle and writing textbooks.
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