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Abstract

The study aims to identify the contents of foreign news on the Bahrain News
Agency’s (BNA) website, particularly within the strategy followed by the agency on
the geographical coverage of foreign news, the overall picture that the news agency
follows on its website when publishing foreign news, monitoring the content published
on foreign news, indicating types of media images, and indicating the type of news
statements used and its specifications.

The above will be leveraged to find out the pros and cons of the BNA website’s
role in publishing foreign news.

This study is considered a qualitative study that uses a descriptive survey method
using a content analysis tool for external news published on BNA’s website, which the
agency classifies as follows: (Gulf news, Arab news, international news), from the
period between September to November 2022.

In this study, the researcher relied on the "intentional sample™, and targeted the
analysis of the content of 1179 external news statements published on the website. The
content analysis form was designed within 11 categories, and the study relied on the
Component of Newsworthiness for news selection.

The study concluded a number of results, the most important of which is that the
agency is committed in its editorial policy to publishing news immediately, in addition
to its commitment for foreign news to have a high impact, geographical or
psychological from its target audience, and that the majority of foreign (Gulf and Arab)
news published on the agency's website is hard news, while foreign international news
varies between serious news and soft news. Furthermore, the study concluded that the
agency is committed to impartiality in order to form the features of the overall image
that the agency follows in the foreign news industry, and that there is reliance on
archival images rather than real-time images of events, in light of a significant decrease
in the publication of multimedia accompanying foreign news, and the results of the
content analysis demonstrated the existence of a diversity of values and contents
published in BNA.

Following the study, there are a number of recommendations to be taken into
consideration, whereby focusing on factoring more news values in drafting foreign
news contributes to enhancing news trade and increasing news publications in Gulf,
Arab and international news agencies. Moreover, activating the advantages and
characteristics offered by the agency’s website highlighting the content news in an
integrated manner, raising the number and efficiency of the Agency's employees and
enhancing their modern technological skills.

Keywords: news content, external news, Bahrain News Agency (BNA), website,
news values.
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