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Abstract

This study deals with the subject of parliamentary commzissions of inquiry as
one of the most important and key parliamentary oversight tools to supervise the
work of the executive branch under the Bahraini legislation and comparing it
with the Egyptian and the Kuwaiti systems.

We divided this study into four chapters, preceded by an introduction. We
have dedicated the first chapter to describing the concept and essence of the
parliamentary investigation or inquiry. This chapter in turn is divided into two
sections. The first section deals with the definition of parliamentary inquiry, its
types and differentiating it from some other kinds of investigations, such as the
judicial investigation and administrative investigation, which we covered under
three sub-sections. In the second section, we discussed the origins of the
parliamentary inquiry as an oversight tool and the things that differentiate it
from some other parliamentary oversight means. In this context, we took a quick
look at the history and early beginnings of the parliamentary inquiry in the
United States and some European countries such as U.K. and France. We then
discussed its emergence in some Arab countries, namely Egypt, Kuwait and
Bahrain and we finally discussed the differences between it and some other
forms of parliamentary oversight such as asking questions and cross-
examination.

In Chapter Two, we discussed how parliamentary commissions of inquiry are
set up and what the procedural controls that govern their work are. We divided
this * chapter into two sections. The first section was dedicated to the
establishment of commissions of inquiry, and this section is further divided into
sub-sections. In the second section, we discussed the procedural controls that
govern the work of the commissions of inquiry. We divided this section into two
sub-sections. In the first sub-section we discussed the extent of the need to have
governmental approval to conduct an investigation and we arrived to the
conclusion that a government approval is not required in such instances. In the
second sub-section we explained the work procedures for the commission.

In Chapter Three, we addressed the powers of the parliamentary investigation
commission and its scope of work. I divided this chapter into two sections. The
first section was devoted to explaining the powers of the parliamentary




commissions of inquiry. This section is further divided into four sub-sections, in
which I discussed the powers of the parliamentary commissions of inquiry as
regard to documents, people and places and the controls and rules for exercising
such powers by the parliamentary commissions of inquiry with respect to all of
these. We concluded with numerating a set of controls derived from comparative
jurisprudence and practical applications in the Kingdom of Bahrain. In the
second section, we discussed the scope of work of the parliamentary committees
of inquiry, by explaining the actions that are included within the mandate of a
parliamentary commission of inquiry, and the actions that are outside it.

[n the fourth and the last chapter, we discussed the effects and constraints of
the parliamentary investigation. This chapter falls in two sections. We dedicated
the first section to explaining and discussing the nature of the reports of the
parliamentary inquiry commissions of inquiry, including defining what the
report is, its contents, how to submit it, the rules for discussing it and what are
the obstacles to a parliamentary investigation. In the second section, we
discussed the implications of the report of the parliamentary commission of
inquiry. This section is divided into three sub-sections. In the first, we gave
recommendations to rectify some deficiencies and gaps in the legislation, and in
the second we covered the recommendation regarding the referral of an issue to
the investigation authorities, while the third was devoted to the report of the
commission of inquiry and to the ministerial responsibility. In this latter sub-
section we presented three types of potential liabilities as a result of a
parliamentary investigation, viz. the political responsibility, criminal
respomsibility, and the civil responsibility. We discussed these responsibilities in
detail by explaining their concepts in the Bahraini legislation, comparative
jurisprudence and some similar applications, if any, in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

In the conclusion, we highlighted the most important results that we have
arrived at, and presented our humble recommendations which we hope will
contribute to the further development of the Bahraini parliamentary system,
particularly with regard to promoting the use of the parliamentary commissions
of inquiry as a tool of supervision. We also hope that this study will serve as a
beginning to encourage researchers to study the Bahraini constitutional and
parliamentary system especially that it is a new system, and hardly a few
numbers of researchers in the field of legal and constitutional sciences have
studied it.




