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Firstly - Summary of Study:

Teaching reading and writing to adult learners in the Follow-Up Cycle is of paramount
importance. This is due to the ingrained belief that this cycle is more vital and more
difficult, as it is deemed it is mcumbent upon it to overcome the hurdles of illiteracy, with
its two dimentions : the alphabetical and cultural.

Specialists in the field of adult education contemplate that the Follow-Up Cycleis a
problem in its own right. For numerous educational and social reasons the New-literats
have unfortunately retrogressed to illiteracy. Hence, one feels that the Follow-Up Cycle
programmes should accentuate “"comprehensive encounter” which realises these
programmes as part and parcel of the development activities of literacy.

For these very reasons a call for designing reading and writing programmes has been
emphasised. Thus, to ensure fluency in these two vital language skills as well as the ability
to comprehend written texts, such as newspapers, magazines and specific types of books-
all thoughts to fulfill the adult learners' immediate needs of everyday life. Furthermore,
adult learners should also be capable of building up short statements which can express
their ideas, views and feelings.

In 1983/84, and in the hight of these new trends the Ministry of Education represented by
the Directorate of Adult Education endeavured to improve the Follow-Up Cycle.
However, the teaching/learning programmes adopted then were of those used by the
regular 5th/6th year primary pupils Despite the fact that these programmes were modified
and in some cases abridged to suit both the adult learners needs and the duration of time
allotted for the Follow Up Cycle, these programmes proved unsuccessfil.

Moreover, the supervisors and teachers involved in adult education pinpointed the fact that
these courses posed a big gap between the levels of Literacy and Follow-Up. This
problem has been in focus ever since. A study to diagnose this problem and find
appropriate solution was carried out. The study resulted in the proposition of a
comprehensive strategy to develop the Follow-Up Cycle.

In a joint venture between the Adult Education Department and that of Curricula, a project
syllabus was set up. This new syllabus emphasised, amongst many other things, the
validity of using Arabic correctly and suitably as a means of communication, thus via the
four languages skills, listening speaking, reading and writing. The proposed syllabus also
stressed the use of learning resources and to aquire self-learning strategies.

However, the study revealed that the actual classroom practices do not coincide with what
was originally proposed by the new syllabus.

Still more, the researcher has come to know that some of these classroom practices have
failed to integrate the language arts. Rather, these were taught separately which, by no
means, serve the purpose for which this new syllabus was designed. These practices, in
other words, have proved to be futile.

The study has, therefore, aimed to evaluate these classroom practices in an attempt to
throw light on the causative factors which have led to these shortcomings ; and suggest
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ways in which these practices be rectified to enable the syllabus to achieve its stated aims
and objectives.

Statement of Study:

To what extended do adult learners in the Follow-Up Cycle acquire the reading and
writing skills in the proposed syllabus for this cycle?

Significance of Study:

The need to evaluate the proposed Arabic syllabus for the Follow-Up Cycle and its
effectiveness in enabling the adult learners to acquire the reading /writing skills.

It is anticipated that the outcomes of this study would assist in the improvement of this
syllabus so as to fulfill the learners' needs and to meet with their linguistic abilities.

Aims and Objectives of Study:
The study aims at specifying:

1-  the effectiveness of the proposed syllabus in helping the leamers acquire the reading
and writing skills.

2-  the difference between the adult male/female leamners with regard to the acquisition
of the skills in question.

3- the relationship between the learners academic background with regard to their
catchments: those who came from literacy stage and those who drop out from the
regular primary cycle in public schools.

4-  the relationship between the age range (10-21) and (22-45) in acquiring the targetted
skills.

Study Hypotheses:
The study aims at verifying the validity of the following hypotheses :

The First Hypothesis :
- that the proposed syllabus helps the learners acquire the prescribed reading and
writing skills.

The Second Hypothesis:
- that there are no differences regarding statistic significance between the male/female
learners of the second grade of the Follow-Up Cycle in acquiring theses skills.

The Third Hypothesis:

- that there are differences of statistic significance between the learners falling within
the age range (10-21) and those within the age range (22-45), with regard to the
acquisition of these two language skills.




The Fourth Hypothesis:

- that there are no statistic significance between the second grade learners in the
Follow-Up Cycle-originally drop-outs of the primary cycle and those in the same
grade concerning the acquisition of the targetted skills, reading and writing.

Study Procedures:

In order to confirm those previously stated hypothesis, the reseacher followed these
procedures:

1-  designed a checklist of'the targetted skills of reading and writing for the Follow-Up
Cycle in the light of studying and analysing the aims and objectives of teaching
Arabic; and the skills and the performance objectives in the proposed syllabus

2-  devised a test to measure the learners' abilities in acquiring the reading and writing
skills.

3-  designed an evaluation checklist to assess the learners' oral reading skills.

4- the researcher presented this test to anumber of specialists in the field of teaching
Arabic and testing and evaluation; thus, to determine its content validity.

5- the researcher applied this test to a pilot representative sample in two adult learners'
centres so as to determine its validity.

6-  the researcher selected a representative sample of (157) learners randomly from seven
residential areas in the state of Bahrain and applied the test and the oral/silent reading
evaluation cards, at the end of the scholastic year 1992/93.

7-  correct the answer sheets and recorded them; then these were processed using
appropriate statistic methods.

It is worthwhile mentioning here that chapter 5 ofthis study touches upon the statistic
methods to be utilized to process, analyse and demonstrate the upshot. After that the
reseacher gives a consice presentation of the most significant results.

Secondly - Results of Study:
The outcomes of the study can be summarised as follows:

1- - most of the adult learners who did the reading and writing test have failed to attain
50% of the overall score; this reflects the fact that these learners have not yet fully
acquired these skills.

2-  statistic significance has not been found amongst adult male/female learners with
regards to their acquisition of the oral reading skills and the writing skills measured
by the test.

3-  statistic significance has been found amongst the adult male/female leamers with
regards to the acquisition of the silent reading skills; this was recorded for the benefit
of these learners. '

4-  statistic significant has been found amongst the learners within the age range of (10-
21) and those within the age range of (22-45)in all the reading and writing skills
tested. The findings are recorded in favour of the latter age range category.

3-  statistic significance has been found amongst the learners from the primary school
learners and those who have passed the literacy cycle with regard to the acquisition
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of the silent reading skills and the writing skills; this was recorded to the advantage of
the former group.

no statistic significance has been found from the primary school learners and those
who passed the literacy cycle in acquiring the reading and writing skills.

Thirdly - Recommendations of Study:

In the light of the findings, the researcher would like to recommend the following :

1-

10-

reconsider the target aims and objectives of the teaching reading and writing and
specify them according to their levels and functions; these aims and objectives should
also be further classified to have specialised ones for the silent reading, the oral
reading and the same be done for the writing skills and so forth.

modify the reading and writing themes to meet with the adult learners’ need, interest
and growth if we are to augment their motivation to read and write.

emphasise the integrative and functional aspects of teaching and learning Arabic ; and
to take heed of the characteristcs and the learning outcomes of the given activities.
provide the teachers with teachers guides which should comprise the proposed
learning strategies.

give due care to the individual differences amongst the learners as well as their
academic background, age, need and level of achievement; this can be accomplished
by streaming thses learners homogeniously and necessarily varying the teaching
methods and techniques.

include activities which should go beyond mere comprehension of a written text;
they should train the learners to read between the lines which entail the ability to
analyse, appreciate, explain and evaluate the given texts and their writers' intentions.
evaluate the learners' performance in the light of the stated aims and objectives and
skills; in so doing, one expects true reflection to be achieved.

reconsider the pre/in-service teacher training courses to cater for the practical aspects
of teacher training.

exist new university level training courses that are concerned with teaching
methodology for adult learners, within the framework of the continuous education
programmes; or, train the primary school teachers in such a way to enable them to
teach both young and adult learners.

set prerequisites for enrolling candidates in the Follow-Up Cycle and place them
according to their age, academic backgrounds, levels and needs.

Fourthly - Proposed Future Studies:

The researcher proposes the following titles to be topics for future studies :

1-

2-

a study about readability in the two Arabic text books currently in use in the Follow-
Up Cycle and their appropriateness for the learners of this cycle.

a study to limit the most commonly used lexical items in the Literacy and Follow-Up
Cycles; this can be beneficial when preparing educational materials for the learners in
these two cycles.

a comparative study to determine the difference in the level of achievement in the
Follow-Up Stage between the learners who have successfully completed the
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requirements of the literacy stage and the primary school drop-outs; thus, to verify
the areas of strengths and weaknesses with regard to the aquisition of the skills of
reading and writing; and to suggest suitable programmes to promote the reading and
writing skills.

a study about the adult leamners' motivation and inclination towards reading and
writing; and how this can be exploited to develop appropriate reading and writing
materials.

a study about the adult leamers' writing weaknesses and the reasons for these
weaknesses.

a study to determine criteria and tools to be used when offering places for the
candidates to join the adult education centres; and to classify these according to their
levels, age, academic background and needs.




BAHRAIN UNIVERSITY
FACULTY OF EDUCATION
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

ABSTRACT

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE FOLLOW-UP CYCLE ARABIC
SYLLABUS PROJECT IN THE ACQUISITION OF
THE READING AND WRITING SKILLS

Thesis submitted to obtain the Master Degree in Education
in the Development of the Arabic Language Curriculum
Adult Education

By
Hussain Ali Yahya

Under the Supervision of
Dr Mohammed Abdul Qader Ahmad
Associate Professor of Faculty of Education
Bahrain University

1994




