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STUDY ABSTRACT

An analytical study of Mental Abilities Amonges
Educcable Retarded children in Bahrain

This study aimed at identifying the factorial structure of
the mental abilites in a sample of educable mentally retarded
children and at investigating any differences between these
mental abilities among the sample in regard to sex and age .

Particularly, this study attempted to answer the folloeing
guestions :

1- What is the factorial structure of the mental
abilities represented in the McCarthy Scales of educable
mentally retarded children's abilities ?

2- Does the perfomance of educable mentally retarded
children differ according to their age ?

3- Is there any statistical differences between the
perfomance of males and females on the MSCA ?

The sample group was comprised of 62 educable mentally
retarded children, of which 34 were boys and 28 girls . The
mean of evaluation applied were throughout the study was the
McCarthy Scales of children abilities after its reliability and
validity were obtained .

The study has arrived at the following main conclusions :

1- The results of the factorial analysis for the
eighteen sub scales of the McCarthy Scale revealed the
existence of the following :

Three factors among the examined subjects :
a - The perceptual - motor factor
b - The general cognition factor
¢ - The remembering factor



-1 4=
2 - Pertaining to the differences in the sample
performance according to their age, there was consistency in
the order of the abilities (descendant order) in the age
groups 7,8,9 and 10 . In these groups, the verbal ability came
first followed by the perceptual ability, the motor ability,
the remembering and finally the quantitaive ability .In the
age group of six - year old, the order of the abilities
performance was different . The perceptual ability,
perfoormance was first, followed by the verbal ability, the
motor ability, the remembering ability was followed by the
articulation ability, the motor ability, the remebering ability
and the quantitive ability . and the quantitative ability.

3 - There were no significant differences between the
perfomance of males and famales .
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