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Abstract

The impact of the integration of mentally retarded students over
some psychological and social variables over students in the primary
stage of the Kingdom of Bahrain, a psychometric-clinical study

Researcher / Fatema Abduljabbar Mahmood Alkooheji
Discussion date / September 20™ 2016

The study aimed to reveal the impact of the integration of children
with mental retardation, integrated and non-integrated, over some
psychological and social variables, as well as search features and
distinctive characteristics of this category, which represents a segment of
the Bahraini society, and to know the personal dynamics of the students
with mental retardation. The sample consisted of (80) pupils with mental
retardation. The sample was divided into the merged (49) pupils from
public primary schools who ranged have an average 1Q (43.37) with a
standard deviation (5.13) and the average chronological age (9.76 years)
with a standard deviation (1.68), and the merged (31) male and female
students from Intellectual Educational Centre who ranged have an
average 1Q (42.71) with a standard deviation (4.98), and the average
chronological age (9.10 years) with a standard deviation (1.49).The
researcher used the following tools: (psychological adjustment measure
of mentally handicapped children) prepared by Khalid Amer Ajami
(2011) and (a measure estimating the aggressive behavior of children
mentally retarded) prepared by Ahmed Mohamed Abu Zeid (1999). The
researcher used two measures were prepared by her (social
communicating observation list) and (self-concept scale), and for the
clinical study, she used (C.A.T.) authored by Bilak Leopold (1994) and
for the case study, she used (case study form), prepared by Hope Institute
from the Kingdom of Bahrain (2015).The results of the study showed that
there are no statistically significant differences between the integrated
and non-integrated students in the psychological and social variables.

Key words:
Spatial integration - mental retardation — self adjustment -social
communication - aggressive behavior - self-concept.
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Chapter three which entailed the study procedures: the curriculum, study
sopulation and its sample, study tools, steps of the study, statistical

methods.

Chapter four which included the results of the study and discussion: results
of the study, interpretation and discussion, the results of the clinical study,

a summary of the results.

Chapter five includes a summary of findings, recommendations and

research, a list of references.
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may be the distribution of test scores on a straight shape or a curve (Abu
Nile., 2001: 150).

The sample:

The sample consisted of (80) male and female pupils of mentally retarded
students, who ranged ratio 1Q between 30 to 70, and chronological age
ranged between 9 to 12 years. The sample was divided into integrated (49)
pupils from public primary schools, and non-integrated (31) pupils of special
education centre.

The Tools:

The researcher used the following tools: (psychological adjustment measure
of mentally retarded children) prepared by Khalid Amer Ajami (2011) and (a
measure estimating the aggressive behaviour of children mentally retarded)
prepared by Ahmed Mohamed Abu Zeid (1999). The researcher used two
measures that were prepared by her (social communicating observation
list) and (self-concept scale), either to study clinical were used (understand
topic test for children) authored by Bilak Leopold (1994) and for the case
study used (case study form) prepared by the special education centre
(2015), tow-way analysis of variance .

Study method:

The researcher used descriptive and clinical method.
Chapters

The study included five chapters as follows:

Chapter One which forms an entrance to the study: the introduction, study
problem, study questions, study aim, the importance of the study, terms of
the study, study boundaries.

Chapter two which consisted of the theoretical framework: psychological
and social adjustment, social communication, aggressive behaviour, self-
concept, abstract, the study hypotheses.
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Terms of the study:

Spatial integration: is imposing students with mental retardation with
ordinary students in the same school building, but in their own classes or
descriptive of their own class units in the same school premises (A’Said
2012: 27).

Mental retardation: known as the level of mental functioning which is
below average significantly, which leads to a decline in the number of
manifestations of adaptive behaviour and appear in the developmental
stages of life (A’Said 2011: 19).

Psychological adjustment: is a state of compatibility and harmony between
the individual and his environment, appears at his ability to satisfy most of
his needs, and how to react in a satisfactory manner towards the physical
and social environment as demanded, and psychological adjustment
includes the ability of the individual to change his behaviour and habits
when faced with new situations, physical or social issues, or internal
psychological struggle (Ajami 0.2011: 9).

Social communicating: It is known as the transfer of ideas and experiences,
exchange of experiences and knowledge between individuals and groups
and a positive reaction by messages between a sender and a receiver,
which is the essence of human relationships and developments. (Sukar
.2011: 10).

Aggressive behaviour: is a behaviour intended to harm or inflict mental
anguish, social or physical on others, also includes sabotaging and
destroying objects in the child's immediate environment, whether it
belongs to the individual himself, to others, or to the property of the
community (Abu Zeid 0.2010: 6 ).

Self-concept: the perceptions of the individual towards his thoughts,
feelings, behaviours and appearance, and the nature of others perspective
towards him, and aspires towards his impressions of his reality (Jabor 2008:
160).

Psychological profile: a linear representation of the results of a set of tests
that can be seen clearly in the relative rise of the various individual results
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1. Revealing the differences among students with mental retardation, the
integrated and non-integrated, in the social and psy. :ological variables
which are: psychological adjustment, social communication, aggressive
behaviour, self-concept.

2. Disclosure of the impact of the interaction between both the gender and
the form of the merger of the different variables of the study.

3. Revealing the personal dynamics of students with mental retardation as
shown in the clinical study.

4. Disclosure of the factors underlying dynamics responsible for the rise or
fall on each of the degrees of psychological variables for pupils with mental
retardation as revealed in clinical study.

The importance of the study:

The importance of the study is based on the human aspect of the
phenomenon through:

1. The current study responded with increasing global interest in this
category, which resulted in the resolution at the United Nations in 2006 on
the Comprehensive and Integral International Convention on the Protection
and Promotion of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and their dignity.

2. Highlight the effectiveness of the integration in influencing some of the
psychological and social variables to identify the possibility of circulating the
integration.

3. Highlight the theme of authentic novelty in the Kingdom of Bahrain,
where there is a paucity of studies in the field of integration in the Kingdom
of Bahrain, to the knowledge of the researcher, which dealt with the
subject-matter of the study.

4. The results of the present study is to amend the trends working in the
field of retardation during the preparation of outreach programs to improve
the variables of the study and then be edited orientations decision-makers
during the passage of legislation that will help in the integration of the
mentally retarded pupils success.
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4. There were no statistically significant differences between the average
scores of students with mental retardation integrated for non-integrated

peers of self-concept scale dimensions.

5. There is an impact of gender and the type of integration and interaction
between them on the psychological adjustment for the mentally retarded.

6. There is an impact of gender and the type of integration and interaction
between them on the social communicating among the mentally retarded.

7. There is an impact of gender and the type of integration and interaction
between them on the aggression with the mentally retarded.

8. There is an impact of gender and the type of integration and interaction
between the self-concept of the mentally retarded.

9. Factors vary the dynamics behind the rise or fall on the psychological
variables among pupils with mental retardation integrated from their peers

non-integrated.
Study questions:

1. Are the integrated mentally retarded pupils built-different from their
peers the non-integrated mentally retarded pupils in the built-in
psychological adjustment, social communication, aggression and self-

concept?

2. Is there a difference between the genders and the integrated and non-
integrated of the mentally retarded in the previous variants?

3. what is the effect interaction between both the gender and the form of
the merger as independent variables on each of psychological adjustment,
social communication, aggressive behaviour and self-concept?

4. What are the main determinants of personal mentally retarded based on
what shown by the clinical study?

Study aims:

The study aimed to:
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Study problem:

A child with low mental capacity faces learning problems, which lead to
problems in the interaction with the environment. In order to help this
group to cope in society, it brought the idea of integrating them into the
community and the school. However, there are challenges facing the
successful integration, such as the lack of knowledge of the faculty who
works with this group, and the lack of proper training to be ready for each
category, resulting a feedback that negatively affects the success of the
program which requires the preparation of teachers and specialists in pre-
service training and in-service training for workers in the project. At the
other end, there are other challenges that stand in the way of the success
of the integration, such as the lack of community’s acceptance of the idea
of integration and the lack of psychological and social harmony which
affects the student who is mentally retarded; it is hard to keep the normal
behaviour of the pupil mentally retarded within the class of integration.

Under opposed differing scientific findings on the effects of the integration
and its results, and in the light of the scarcity of studies in the Bahraini
environment for such studies and the importance of the subject in Bahraini
society because of the increased interest in this category, the need to carry
out this study was raised.

Hypothesis:

1. There were no statistically significant differences between the average
scores of students with mental retardation integrated for non-integrated
peers of psychological adjustment scale dimensions.

2. There were no statistically significant differences between the average
scores of students with mental retardation integrated for non-integrated
peers of social communication scale dimensions.

3. There were no statistically significant differences between the average
scores of students with mental retardation integrated for non-integrated
peers of aggression scale dimensions.
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Summary

Introduction

The foundations of education, curriculum and teaching methods, were put
in the past based on the criteria of the average pupil and was accepted
among educators for a long period of time, without taking into account
those who are less fortunate in mental capacity. As the educational
community noticed the existence of a category of students that is unable to
do the academic requirements and social interaction with their normal
peers, the idea for the continuation of their education came despite their
low mental abilities that they were isolated upon in some specialized

schools.

In order to achieve social and educational justice between the different
students, the concept of integration arose towards the end of the last
century and is meant for the integration of certain categories that were
isolated in their own institutions earlier; because these groups are less able
to adjust with a larger category and more able to compromise and learn,
and this has become widely common in more than one area and more

closely related to societal realities.

At the conference held by UNESCO in Jomtien in 1990, the slogan of the
Education for all was raised, regardless of individual differences existing
between them. And the banner of the “rejection of all ideology prevents
engaging these students in public schools” was raised, whatever the status
their abilities to the principle of rejection of zero (Zero Reject) that means
any educational point should not reject any pupil to attend school
regardless of their status. And in 1994, the World Conference on Special
Needs was held in Salamanca, Spain, stressing that the issue of education
for all children, youth and adults with special needs in the classroom,
schools with standardized track. And in 2000 a conference was held in
Dakar, Senegal, where they had stressed on the same previous trends and
raised the comprehensive integration Inclusion logo.
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