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political, military, environmental, geographical, scientific and economic
disciplines came third.

13. Statistically ~significant differences attributed to the academic section
variable were noticed regarding students' level of interest in reading
most branches of knowledge except sports, political and military ones.
The differences were in favour of the scientific section students in the
case of narrative, scientific and health branches, and in favour of the
commercial section students in the case of economic ones. However,
they were in favour of the literary section students in the case of
Islamic, literary, social, art, historical, educational, environmental and
geographical  disciplines.

14, The joint courses did not achieve the required balance between the
various branches of knowledge , whether in relation to each course
alone or with regard to the joint courses as a whole. Too much
emphasis was given to the literary field in terms of topics, references,
books or discussion questions. Unfortunately, this was done at the
expense of most other disciplines. Meanwhile, the courses neglected
health, military, art and sports fields.

In the light of the above findings, this study recommends that the reading
areas  contained in the joint Arabic language courses should be reviewed.
Such courses have to be designed in a manner that takes into account the
reading interests of secondary school students on the one hand and the needs
of the society on the other. None of the reading areas should be neglected or
undermined. The designing of these courses should depend on an objective
plan based on appropriate standards which strike a balance between the
various reading fields. The relative importance of each reading area should
be given an estimated weight and accordingly the required level of balance can
be specified. Students can be referred to lists of references, books and
discussion questions. This can enhance their out-of-school reading activities
and thus various reading disciplines can be covered.

The study also revealed a large number of difficulties which hinder the
development of reading interests among secondary school students. These
difficulties are related to all the parties taking part in the educational process.
Consequently, the study recommends that such difficulties should be given
much importance by the parties interested in reading, so that the process of
developing reading interests can be purposeful and pre-planned.




10.

11.

12.
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the books and references were not available when they were required
because of the high demand by the large numbers of students. It is also
mentioned that learning resources centres are too small compared to
the number of students using them. There are also certain difficulties
related to students. Students spend most of their time studying these
courses. They feel frustrated because the facilities they can use for
conducting research and making use of their leisure time are
insufficient. In addition, students' interest in free reading is very poor.

Among students in general, interest in reading Islamic, narrative, literary and
scientifi branches of knowledge came first and then social, sports, health and
art branches. Historical, educational, political, military, environmental,
geographical and economic branches came third.

Among boys, interest in reading Islamic, scientific and sports branches
of knowledge came on the first level On the second level came
narrative, literary, political and health disciplines. Historical, military,
social, ~art, educational, geographical, economic and environmental
branches of knowledge came third.

With regard to reading interests among girls;  narrative, Islamic and
literary disciplines came first. Scientific, social, art and health branches
came second. Educational, historical,  environmental, geographical,
political, military and economic branches came third.

There are statistically significant differences in the level of interest in
reading. Such differences can be attributed to the sex variable with
regard to most branches of knowledge except Islamic, scientific,
health, educational, environmental and geographical ones. Differences
in the case of sports, historical, political, military and economic
disciplines were found to be in favour of boys. However, they were in
favour of girls in the case of narrative, literary, social and art
disciplines.

Reading interests among students in the scientific section came first in
scientific, narrative and Islamic disciplines. On the second level there
were health and social ones. Sports, art, literary, political, educational,
environmental, historical, military, geographical and economic branches
were on the third level.

Reading interests among students in the commercial section came first
in Islamic and narrative fields, followed by literary, sports, scientific, art
and military areas. On the third level came social, historical, economic,
educational, political, health, geographical and environmental fields.

As for students in the literary section, interest in reading literary,
Islamic and narrative disciplines came first. On the second level, there
were social, sports and art disciplines. Historical, educational, health,
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A questionnaire designed for teachers of Arabic language, male and female,
and specialists of the learning resources centres in the secondary stage.
Thaim of the questionnaire was to find out the difficulties which hinder the
development of reading interests among secondary school students.

A form for analysing the content of the joint Arabic language courses
taught in the secondary stage. The purpose of this form was to see how far the
content of such courses had taken students' reading interests into account.

The sample of the study included the following categories:

1.

A random sample of 372 secondary school students (boys and girls)
was selected from all the academic sections, excluding the technical and
vocational ones.

Male and female Arabic language teachers teaching the joint Arabic
language courses in secondary schools as well as specialists of learning
resources centres. This group comprised 160 participants.

The joint Arabic language courses, i.e. 101, 102, 201, 202 & 301.

Findings of the study revealed the following:

1.

Students' interest in reading is rather low. The average interest in
reading among students is below acceptable level.

Statistically ~ significant differences between boys and girls in the
secondary stage were noticed concerning their interest in reading.
Interest in reading is higher among girls than boys.

There were statistically significant differences among the students of
the three academic sections of the secondary stage - scientific,
commercial and literary- concerning interest in reading. Interest in
reading was higher in the scientific section.

From the viewpoint of male and female teachers currently teaching the
joint Arabic language courses, and the specialists of learning resources
centres in secondary schools, there are eighteen major difficulties which
hinder the development of reading interests among secondary school
students. The most prominent are the difficulties related to students,
e students' low interest in free reading, non-acquisition by the
students of self-learning strategies, students' low level of reading
abilities and students' non-acquisition of the reading skills.

From the students' viewpoint, there are nine major difficulties which
hinder the development of reading interests among secondary school
students. Difficulties related to the courses came at the forefront. It
was stated that the planning of the time-table, for instance, was not
compatible with the requirements of the courses studied by each
student. The contents of joint Arabic language courses are said to be
too many and highly demanding on the part of the student. As for the
difficulties related to learning resources centres, it was mentioned that
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ABSTRACT

READING INTERESTS
AMONG SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS
AND HOW FAR THEY ARE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN
THE JOINT ARABIC LANGUAGE COURSES OF THE
CREDIT HOURS SYSTEM IN THE STATE OF BAHRAIN

By: Mohamed Hasan Abdulla Al-A'adhab
Advisor: Dr. Mohamed Abdul Qader Ahmed

The main objectives of this study are: to find out how far secondary school
students are interested in reading, to be acquainted with the fields of
knowledge that such students are interested in reading; to reveal the effect of
sex and academic section on such interests; to specify the major difficulties
which hinder the development of reading interests among secondary school
students and to find out how far students' reading interests are taken into
consideration in the designing ‘of the joint Arabic courses taught in Bahraini
state schools .

The study attempted answering the following questions:

1. How far are secondary school students interested in reading?

2. Does interest in reading among secondary school students differ according
to sex?

3. Does interest in reading among secondary school students differ according
to the academic section?

4. ‘What are the major difficulties which hinder the development of reading
interests among students of the credit hours system in the State of Bahrain?

5. Which reading interests are common among secondary school students in the
State of Bahrain ?

6. Do reading interests among secondary school students differ according
to sex?

7. Do reading interests among secondary school students differ according
to the academic section?

8. How far do the joint Arabic courses in the credit hours system take into account

the reading interests of secondary school students in the State of Bahrain?

To achieve the objectives of the study and answer the questions raised in it, I

used the following instruments:

1. A questionnaire designed for the secondary school students to find out how
far they are interested in reading, specify their reading interests and reveal the
difficulties which hinder the development of such interests.




