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Abstract

This study aims to identifying the characteristics of influencers through
their media presence on social media platforms in the Kingdom of Bahrain.
Thus, this research examines the key factors contributing to the emergence
of influencers, examining the socio-symbolic status of influencers in
Bahraini society in addition to these elements’ initial features of these
influencers, and the factors which enhance their impact.

This study is considered a qualitative study that uses a descriptive survey
method using a content analysis tools to explore the traits of influencers
and influencing factors. The study covers the period from January 1, 2022,
to January 1, 2023, focusing on a sample of 10 selected Instagram accounts
with the highest number of followers. Content analysis was applied to
1,063 posts from these influencers. Additionally, the researcher engaged 21
followers in foucs groups to gain In-depth insights into the factors that
influence influencers' social media following. The study is based on
sociometric theory.

The study concluded a number of results, the most important of which is
that the influencers mirror the characteristics of society, encompassing
physical, psychological, social, and behavioral traits and they are followed
by Others because of fun and entertainment, in addition Content analysis
reveals which influencers predominantly promote promotional topics,
while the results of the foucs group results The influencer gathered around
him various social relationships, such as sociometric stability of
relationships within the group, and the emergence of a pattern of social
relationships that relies on influencers in different fields that are compatible
with the lifestyle and adopts the ideas that the influencer spreads.

Following the study, there are a number of recommendations to be taken
into consideration, increased attention to research on influencer authority,
and patterns as role models for the public. Moreover, it suggests analyzing,
and evaluating emerging phenomena in terms of form, and content, the
study advocates for organizing influencer activities, conducting critical
evaluations of shared messages, and content, and maintaining a balanced
perspective in the digital landscape.

Keywords: Influencers, social media, Sociometric Status, Personal
Characteristics, Kingdoom of Bahrain.
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