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Abstract

The topic of tax disputes has not been addressed by researchers in the
Kingdom of Bahrain, and as a result, we have not found in-depth research
that examines the topic of tax disputes in detail and the issues that arise
regarding them. The topic of tax disputes is of great importance in practical
terms, especially with the increasing intervention of the state from time to
time in raising the tax rate and the scope of those subject to it as an inevitable
result of the current economic and financial conditions. Naturally, humans
have an inherent love for their wealth and always strive to preserve it. Hence,
the role of legal guarantees comes into play, ensuring their protection and
non-interference with their financial position without just cause, thereby
reducing the phenomenon of tax evasion.

Tax disputes arise during the process of tax assessment and collection by the
tax administration. In this regard, the taxpayer has two options. The first is
an administrative route, which takes the form of a complaint or objection
before the tax administration. Different countries vary in the extent to which
this route is mandatory as a condition for filing a lawsuit. The second option
is a judicial route before the competent court, depending on the country's
judicial system. Therefore, the existence of these routes represents protection
for the taxpayer's rights against the arbitrariness of the administration, as
the taxpayer is the weaker party in this relationship. Undoubtedly, the
taxpayer needs comprehensive and clear legal provisions that outline the
procedures to be followed in case the tax administration violates their rights
and to know the competent judicial authority to hear their claims, especially
since these tax disputes have their own characteristics that distinguish them
from other administrative disputes.

Therefore, in this thesis, we shed light on tax disputes from their occurrence
to their settlement, as well as the relevant legal provisions and their
adequacy in creating a comprehensive tax system, through two chapters.
Chapter One: This chapter addresses the nature of tax disputes in terms of
their definition and content, the extent to which the Bahraini legislator and
comparative legislation adopt the narrow or broad concept of tax disputes,
the types and causes of tax disputes, and the peculiarities that distinguish
them from other administrative disputes.

Chapter Two: Administrative and judicial settlement of tax disputes, the
relevant legal provisions, and their clarity and adequacy in creating a stable
and integrated tax system.
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