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Summary

Aresource unit usually consists of an extensive collection of materials
and suggestions for activities dealing with a particular school subject. such a
resource unit usually contains many more‘sgggestions for studying than any
single classroom can pursue. The idea is to provide teachers with the
opportunity to select from the resource unit those learning activities that best
fit the requirements, avilities, and interests of their pupils.

This study attempts to determine whether the use of a resource unit
in aclassroom situation would have any significant effect on the
achievement and on the retention of knowledge when studying the topic
“The earth and its atmosphere”. Seventy-two‘ female students from Um
Kalthoom and Um Salama girl’s intermediate schools participated in the
vestigation. The subjects were randomized into one experimental group
(E) and one control group (C). The first group (E) was taught with the help
of a resource unit, while the second group (C) was taught in the traditional
method without the use of a resource unit.

Students were post-tested immediately after completing the unit
dealing with chosen topic. Three weeks later, the students were given the

same achievement test.
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A T-test and a Mann-Whitney test were applied to determine whether

or not the use of a resource unit had any significant effect on the achievement

and on the retention of knowledge when studing the content of the selected

unit.

The results indicate that:

1.

The use of a resource unit in a classroom situation had a significant
facilitating effect in helping students to learn the content of the unit
(p < 0.05).

Students who were exposed to the resource unit (E) performed
significantly better on the achievement test than the control
group (C).

Students who were exposed to the resource unit (E) performed
significantly better on the achievement test and (Low-medium
intelligence levels) than the control group (C).

Students who were exposed to the resource unit (E) showed

a significantly higher retention capability than the control

group (C).
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