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Abstract

Silencing Answers in The Arabic Heritage
Its artistic characteristics, generic formations and semantic dimensions
Submitted by: Ali A.Ali Mohamed Hasan Ali.
Supervised b: Dr. Abdullah Mohammed Bahloul.

When returning to the meaning of silence in Ibn Manzur perspective, the
reader finds himself facing various meanings, in which the study may be
concerned with three meanings. The first which is oppression and
embarrassing, where someone is forced to cut off the conversation, or
being unable to continue talking, while the second is about choice and
preference, where someone prefers silence over talking, these two
meaning combined the fact that the speaker and the spoken to are
different in the willing, one of them has the well to speak while the other
does not. In the third meaning, both the speaker and the spoken to has
the same willingness to silence.

This study examines the silencing answers in the Arabic heritage
described as a special literary genre that represents an essential part in
the analysis of Arabic culture, as well as an essential foundation which
can be relayed on in analyzing part of their life system, Arab had been
using these kinds of answers in all different aspects of life, with its
seriousness and playfulness, that the reason why studying these answers
has become important, and previous studies on this aspect are rare.

The analysis depends on the argumentative approach that is based on
Aristotle's rhetoric, Dialectic, and sophistic. It also exploits the later
theories, such as the Arab theories and the new rhetoric of Periman and
Titicah, and who came after them, the research relied on them because
it is a comprehensive approach that benefits from all approaches.

The research was founded on three chapters, The first of which focuses
on the study of the terminology and concept, starting from etymology up
to misinterpretation and its ambiguity, and it begins with locating the
origin of the term, the Silencing answers was a part of Arab Culture and
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other culture as well in all different ages, this demonstrates the difficulty
of locating the starting point of this term, and it can be said that it is an
ancient term as the human language, chapter one has searched in the
concept of silencing answers in Arabs as well, and in fact, the silencing
answers has two similar meanings, one of them is wider than the other,
while the concept, the study has researched the term silencing answers
and its synonyms, referring each term to its source, with a view to
preferring them in terms and meaning.

The second chapter examines the technical characteristics of repartees
and the difference between spoken repartees that have attracted
attention and the written ones that have not received the same interest,
showing why the latter was neglected by the ancients and the scholars,
It studies the conditions that must be met by the sender and the rhetorical
genres in which and concerned itself with the conditions that the silencing
answer had to have in order to be impressive, also interested in
mentioning the rhetorical types in which the answer was frequently
captured, such as debate, verse, poetry, etc.

The third chapter of the research studied the silencing answers as they
relate to the culture of silence and silencing among Arabs. The Arabs have
conditions and manners for words, if they were not followed, the speaker
will be silenced. Their silence also has a power and an argument, which
often parallels or outweighs the argument, as evidenced by many texts in
Arab organizations, their revolts, and in many honest prophetic
conversations.

The study results in several conclusions, some of which are related to
terminology. As there are many terms used by Arabs. But the word
silencing is preferred to be used in the study due to two reasons, the first
is related to the previous three meanings to the term silencing, and the
second is because of its comprehensiveness and clear connotation. As
some replies might be effective in silencing the receipts and some might
not. Other results are related to the concept itself. The Ancients
incorporated two concepts of silencing answers, the first limited them in
opaque spoken answers and the second expanded them, to include
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spoken and written, embarrassing and non-embarrassing answers. Added
to that, the study results in several conclusions related to the
characteristics of repartees and their widespread in rhetorical genera in
their various forms and subjects and their relationship with their sender
and recipient. It concludes that not every silencing word is based on
argument or logic, the authority of the speaker and the awareness of the
recipient take a notable role in the silencing process.
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