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THE CONSTRUCTION OF A SCORING RUBRIC FOR THE
PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT OF WRITING EXPRESSION OF
SIXTH GRADE STUDENTS

IN BAHRAIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to develop a scoring rubric for the
performance assessment of writing expression of sixth grade students in
Bahrain elementary schools.

Based on the areas and components of writing expression, the
resercher constructed a test of writing expression and adequately
determined its validity and reliability. The test was administered to a
sample of 64 students randomly selected from the sixth grades in those
Bahrain elementary schools, in which performance assessment is taking

place.

The holistic and the analytic methods were used to score the
students’ test papers. Three competent Arabic language teachers, guided
and trained by the researcher, performed the scoring process in

accordance with the agreed scoring criteria.

The results of the field study showed that the developed scoring
rubric is a well-defined, valid and reliable instrument. Researchers,
supervisors, and teachers have the opportunity to apply this instrument
objectively in an instructional classroom setting for evaluating the writing

expression of students.
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In the light of these findings, the researcher recommends adopting
the scoring rubric for assessing writing expression of sixth grade students,
developing a clear methodology for teaching writing expression in
Bahrain elementary schools, and reconsidering the hierarchical structure

of writing expression components according to their relative importance.




