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for Public Secondary School Students in Khobar City, Saudi Arabia

Abstract
The purpose of this study was to reveal the relationship between
psychological alienation and thinking styles for the third year students in
the public secondary boys schools in Khobar City in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia. Participants were 261 students (189 in science section, 72
in arts section) randomly selected using simple cluster approach from
four secondary schools during the second semester in the academic year
2011/2012 (1432/1433 H). Psychological Alienation Scale (Al-Dhabe&
Al-Saud, 2004), Sternberg & Wagner’s Thinking Styles Inventory
(Sternberg & Wagner, 1992) translated and Arabised by Abo-Hashem
(2007), the sample’s academic achievement percentages were used in this
study.Correlational descriptive approach was used in this study because it
was convenient to research aims. Results indicated that the subjects had
below average psychological alienation, and Internal, Global, and
Anarchical thinking styles were positively associated with the alienation
total score. Moreover, findings showed a negative relationship between
External, Hierarchical, Liberal, Local thinking styles and the
psychological alienation total score. Furthermore, Legislative,
Conservative, Executive, Local, Judicial, and Monarchical styles and the
psychological alienation total score were not associated. It was indicated
that Legislative style was the most prevalent among the sample followed
with Hierarchical and Monarchical styles in order, whereas Conservative
style was the least common. The difference was statistically significant
among the examinees group ( Pass) and group (Excellent) for the mean
psychological alienation score in favour of the former group (Pass) who
had the highest average. The difference was not statistically significant
among the remaining groups, and so was the average in the total score for
the arts section students. In all dimensions, science students got a higher
average. Psychological alienation can be predicted through thinking
styles (Global, Conservative, Local, Executive, Hierarchical, and
Anarchical).Some recommendations are provided: school psychological
specialists should develop a prescriptive program to reduce the effects of
students’ alienation, students are encouraged to involve in various school
activities and societal events, and thinking styles should be included in
schools and teachers college curricula.

Key Words: alienation — thinking — thinking styles.
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