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Abstract

This study addresses utilizing the expository fantasy text in oral
narratives via analysis of some Arab Gulf narrative texts as a model.

The study consists of three chapters. The first chapter tackles fantasy
discourse in three themes. In the first theme, the intricate nature of fantasy
discourse is explained and tied up with the term fantasy in a precise way. Light
is also shed on the specificity and characteristics of fantasy term and its impact

on fantasy discourse in general.

The second theme focuses on the function of fantasy discourse from a
social and fantastic perspective, stressing the function of this discourse which

has a great bearing on the literary dimension in general and the social
dimension in particular. In addition, this theme brings forth the function of
escapism, a world in which the impossible is reafized and the familiar is

crushed.

The third theme centres round the settings where fantasy flourishes via
the topics of egocentricity (which is frowned upon in society) and the other

(which is rejected by the society).

The second chapter is concerned with the fantastic direction. This is, in
turn, divided into two themes. The first addresses conviction and fantasy and
explains models of convictions such as the high repute of holy people, visiting
graves, magic and charlatanism. The second theme discusses the illogical
exposition which comprises folktales, superstition and legend, where fantasy

thrives.

The third and final chapter handles the levels and classifications of
fantasy together with the classificatory criteria. This is carried out in two
themes. The first explains the utter bizarre and the possibility of its existence
and the recipient’s reaction to it. The second spells out the levels of fantasy and

its relation to the unfamiliar and the supernatural.

The fantastic event continues to be immune to interpretation till the end
of the entire text. Therefore, this type of text is subsumed under the fantasy

rubric.

The research has an application dimension which is based on a variety of
selected models of narrative texts from the Arab Gulf area. Diversification has
been taken into account, and the theoretical aspect and empirical aspect have

been tied up via an interpretive approach.
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