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STUDY DIGEST OT WHAT EXTENT INTELLECTUALLY
CHALLENGING ACTIVITIES ARE EFEICIENT IN HAVING. AN
IMPACT ON PRIMARY STUDENT ABILITIES IN WRITING

Abstract

This study aimed at unveiling to what extent intellectual challenging activities
are efficient in having an impact on the capabilities of the fifth year primary
students in the State of Bahrain and tried to answer the following questions:

= What kind of writing topics do primary teachers teach?

= What suitable strategies could teachers deploy in teaching the writing skill?

= Dose the average performance of students rise after the students take part in
the suggested classroom writing activities?

To answer these question, the researcher has determined the topics, goals,
teaching methods and assessment of the writing skill thought the revision of the
educational literature relevant to the topic and through the examination of
different manuals used in teaching writing skills in Arabic. Then, she designed
ten educational situations, each with an education target, a writing topic and an
appropriate strategy.

Furthermore, the researcher has built up a sample for the assessment of
students’ performance.

And presented the classroom situations to a number of Bahrain University
teachers from the departments of Curricula, Education, and Arabic Language in
addition to the Directorate of Curricula and some experienced teachers in the
field.

Afterwards, pre-and post writing tests have been designed and their truthfulness
and steadiness were assessed through appropriate methods.

Later on, a pre-writing test has been implemented on a deliberate sample of 30
students belonging to fifth class primary at Saar Primary Boys’ School. The test
has been graded according to the assessment model.

Then, the classroom situations have been implemented on this sample for a
fortnight at an average of two hours per day, to reach a total of 20 hours in the
whole period. Students’ grades have been recorded in all these situations and
followed by a post writing test which was graded according to the assessment
model.
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Later on, a T-test for the per and post test has been conducted and the findings
showed that difference of statistical nature at 0.05 were found for the post
writing test which were due to the efficacy of the deployed educational
situations.

The study has led to a number of recommendations amongst which the fostering
of these strategies in teaching primary students, the link between language and
thought, encouraging creative writing among students by all teaching means and
methods and enhancing high thinking skills in creative writing.
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