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Abstract




-

Language is one of the most important social phenomena produced by hu-
man development, for it represents the personality of the nation, symbolizes its
existence, mirrors its life style, and the progress it has achieved through the vi-
tal functions accomplised.

Language is the means of making others comprehend and the means of un-
derstanding between members of the society, a mean of expressing ones feel-
ings, hopes and daily life requirements.

In addition, Language is a mean of recording human thoughts and transfer-
ing culture among different nations.

Thus the importance of expression is evident for it is the prime mean to
fulfill language functions. Through expression one practices the processes of
speaking and writing thus enabling the exqulsition of skills and experiences that
form ones lingvistic and cultural output.

Expression plays an outstanding role in the educational process because of
its significant place among the language arts. Expression is the aim of both
learning a language and teaching it.

It is the delta into which the streams flow because the ability to express
oneself correctly is one of the most important aims of the teaching and learning
process and the most important feature of its success.

From the above mentioned perspective comes the emphasis on written com-
postion focussing attention in teaching it for its role in a students life does not
stop in general school education, but continues after school either in university
or life in general .

The need to write accurately is obvious in all areas of life.
Research Problem:

The aim of the research is to find out the reasons for the weakness of stu-
dents in written composition through an evaluation of the learning and teaching
situation in the third intermediate class and through posing the following ques-
tions.
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* what is the status of teaching written composition in the third intermedi-
ate class as for as the aims, skills, areas, methods of teaching and evalua-

tion are concerned?

* How far do the methods and means implemented in teaching written com-
position fulfil the intermediate Arabic language syllabus context, what
are the opinions of the educator and curriculuam specialists, what are the

results arrived to by research and studies on the topic?

* what are the problems faced by both teachers and students in teaching and

learning written composition in the third intermediate class?

* what are the bases to be followed in teaching written composition in the
third intermediate class in the opinions of specialists, teachers and stu-
dents, what are the results of research and studies undertaken in this
field?

Research Procedures:

In answer to the above mentioned questions the research took the following

steps:

Firstly - The researchey undertook a theoretical study of the books pite-
rature, studies and research available in the area of written
composition: its concept, significance, aims, skills, area, prob-

lems, modern teaching approaches.

Secondly - Through the theoretical background, the following research

tools were designed:

1 - An observation form to evaluate teachers performance in planning and
implementing teaching situations in teaching written composition in the

third intermediate class teachers and curriculuam specialists.

2 - A questionaire to find out the opinions of both the third intermediate
Arabic Language teachers and curriculuam specialists on the teaching

of written composition.

3 - A questionaire to find out the opinions of third intermediate students on

the teaching and learning of written composition.
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The above - mentioned research tools were shown to a number arbitrators
to make sure they were appropriate, structured soundly, and well expressed.
The evaluation form was studied by all the Arabic language curriculuam spe-
cialists for intermediate and secondary education whereas the two questionaires
were shown to a number of professors at the college of Education an Depart-
ment of Arabic Language and Psychology in the University of Bahrain and the
research tools were revised in the light of their suggestions and comments.

The form was then administered to a sample group to test its reliability.

Thirdly - 1 - In the academic year 1990 - 1991, the researcher undertook
class visits to fourty-eight (48) third intermediate female Ar-
abic language teachers in all girl's schools with the aim of
evaluating teaching situations during the teaching of written
composition.

2 - In the academic year 1991 - 1992, the questionaire to find out
the opinions of teachers and curriculum specialists on the
teaching of written composition was distributed to all third
intermediate Aarabic language teachers whose total number
was fifty (50) male and fifty-two (52) female teachers. In
addition, the questionaire was distributed to all 13 Arabic
language curriculum specialists in intermeiate and secondary
education.

3 - In the accademic year 1991 - 1992, the questionaire to find
out the opinions of written composition was distributed to a
stratisfied random sample of students consisting of 184 male
and 196 female students selected from 13 boys and 12 girls
schools in all the areas of Bahrain.

The Results of the Research:

* The evaluation of the teaching of written composition in the third inter-
mediate class in its present status confirms that there is a noteworthy
weakness in the written composition skills of both male and female stu-

dents due to the following reasons:
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* The teaching and learning of written composition does not get the atten-
tion appropriate to its importance and status among the various Arabic
language skills and arts and the effective role it plays in the teaching and
learning process in particular and the vital role it plays in society in gen-
eral.

* The teachers are not aware of the aims to be fulfilled in teaching Arabic
as laid down in the Arabic language syllabus relating to the skills the stu-
dents should aquire, and the literature and eduacational research to train
students in different written tasks and thus enable them to aquire the
competecies required to qualify them to practice the written activities in
and out of shcool.

* Training students in a limited number of creative composition areas and
neglecting the functional aspect that offers, the opportunity for training
in functional composition skills that enable them to achieve what is re-
quired in different situations of life.

* Many of the teaching and evaluation means and methods applied by the
teacher in his main role in the teaching process are routine and thus are
the main influnece on the students thinking, his style , opinions, lan-
guage, personality and culture.

As a result composition looses its real meaning from which the student
should proceed in his learning.

* The teachers confirm in theory the effectiveness of a great deal of the
methods and means of teaching written composition; however, they do
not practice these methods because they require time and effort.

* Students shoud play their role in the teaching and learning process by be-
ing provided with the opportunity to learn composition in the right way
i.e one that arises from themselves and through reaction natural situa-
tions which enable them to express their feelings and opinions freely.

* The teaching of written compositions should be based on the following:

An emphasis on the aims specified for teaching and learning it in each
class.
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Attention should be given to training students in written composition skills
relevant to thier level and daily life requirements varying the composition areas
that students are trained in so that these include the creative and functional as-
pects required by different life situations.

Selecting the teaching methods and means appropriate to the nature of writ-
ten composition.

Consolidating the role of the student in teaching and learning composition
through the follwoing:

- Involoving students in the selection of topics and giving them the freedom
to express themself as they wish.

- Involving them in deducing the elements of the topic, discussing and de-
signing it.
- Involving them in evaluating their works and that of their colleagues.

- offering them the opportunity to become aware of their mistakes and
their corrections.

- Guiding them to collect information on the topic from various references
and sources connecting composition with other topics in both the Arabic
language and other academic subjects.

- Encoraging students to practice language activities in or out of the school.

- Both teachers and students should be confined to the use of the Arabic
language during speaking and discussion .

- Orgonizing school visits through which students experiences should be
enriched.

- using drawings, pictures, films and audio cassettes to throw light upon the
topic presented if appropriate so that students have full knowledge of its
different aspects and derive the lexis, language structure, and information
that will help them in writing it.




