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Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to food, -1
Olivier De Schutter, P21:
“The development of more sustainable farming approaches is directly linked to the
right to food, because of the strong link between the state of the environment and
food production. Crops are dependent on soil nutrient availability, on water (ground
and surface water for irrigation), on climate and on weather (rainfall and growth
season), on the availability of insects for pollination, and on the abundance and
effects of certain pests, such as pathogens, insects and weeds, which have a major
impact on crops worldwide, particularly in Africa. Agricultural productivity thus
depends on the services rendered by the ecosystems. Unless it shifts from being
one of the major causes of climate change and soil degradation to being a net
contributor to the maintenance of the environment, agricultural production will
undergo significant declines in the future.28 Assuming a 4.4° C increase in
temperature and a 2.9 per cent increase in precipitation, it has been estimated that
by 2080, global agricultural output potential is likely to decrease by about 6 per cent
(or 16 per cent without carbon fertilization, the impacts of which are disputed). The
decline will vary between 10 and 25 per cent acfoss regions, but it is projected that
by 2080,
Agricultural output potential may be reduced by up to 60 per cent for several Africa
countries, and on average 16 to 27 per cent for others in Africa, dependent upon the
effect of carbon fertilization.29 It is therefore vital that, as agriculture intensifies in
order to meet the growing demand for food, it does so in ways which are
environmentally sustainable”.
http: //www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies /hrcouncil/docs/13session/A-HRC-13-33-
Add2.pdf.
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UN, SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES ARISING IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE -2
INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS,
General Comment No. 14 (2000)The right to the highest attainable standard of

health, P4:

‘In drafting article 12 of the Covenant, the Third Committee of the United Nations
General Assembly did not adopt the definition of health contained in the preamble to
the Constitution of WHO, which conceptualizes health as 'a state of complete
physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the absence of disease or
infirmity". However, the reference in article 12.1 of the Covenant to 'the highest
attainable standard of physical and mental health' is not confined to the right to
health care. On the contrary, the drafting history and the express wording of article
12.2 acknowledge that the right to health embraces a wide range of socio—economic
factors that promote conditions in which people can lead a healthy life, and extends
to the underlying determinants of health, such as food and nutrition, housing, access
to safe and potable water and adequate sanitation, safe and healthy working
conditions, and a healthy environment”.

http: //www.unhchr.ch//tbs /doc.nsf/(symbol)/E.C.12.2000.4.En
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Global Change Instruction Program: What is International Environmental law? -2
http: //www.ucar.edu/communications/gcip/m3elaw/m3pdfc1.pdf.
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UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME, EVALUATION OF THE -1
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW, INSTITUTIONS AND POLICIES, Project Design and
Evaluation Unit/ Corporate Planning and Accountability Service November 1994,
International Environmental Law P13: “Beyond the dictates of the UNEP Governing
Council, Agenda 21 has served recently as a guiding principle for the development of
international legal instruments within ELI/PAC. Agenda 21, and in particular, Chapter
38, stated that UNEP establish as a priority area the ‘'further development of
international environmental law, in particular conventions and guidelines, promotion of
its implementation, and coordinating functions arising from an increasing number of
international legal instruments, inter alia, the fu'nctioning of the secretariats of the
Conventions, taking into account the need for the most efficient use of resources."
.ELIPAC Report 1994 - UNEP
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Thesis Abstract

This study addresses the subject of the right to a healthy environment in Bahraini and
comparative constitutional system. This Study is divided into three chapters, preceded
by an introduction and followed by a conclusion containing the findings and
recommendations.

The first chapter of the dissertation provides a review of the concept of the right to a
healthy environment, which is divided it into two sections. The first section clarifies the
definition of the right and the attitude of jurisprudence towards it. The second section
provides a reviewed of the right characteristics and its relation with other human rights.
In this chapter, we conclude that the concept of the right to a healthy environment is not
clearly identified, but rather there is no international declaration or treaty regarding the
right to a healthy environment that determines its concept in a precise manner.
International treaties, however, merely referred to the right to a healthy environment in
a broad manner, recognizing the impact of the environmental dimension on the welfare
and protection of human rights through emphasizing the relationship between human
rights and environmental protection.

The second chapter examines the constitutional basis for the right to a healthy
environment. This chapter is divided into two research sections. The first clarifies the
impact of the constitutional text on the right to a healthy environment, stipulated in Part
II of the Constitution and the effectiveness of the text if incorporated in Part III of the
Constitution, dealing with public duties and rights. The second section addresses the
methods of drafting the constitutional provision on the right to a healthy environment.
In this chapter, we conclude that the presence of a constitutional text which refers to the
right to a healthy environment as a fundamental constituent of society expresses this
right in a formal sense, and therefore arrived at the need to move references to this right
from Part II of the Constitution on the basic constituents of society to part III of the
Constitution on fundamental rights and freedoms, as the constitutional provisions
included herein guarantee the protection of the individual before the public authority,
and in particular that the impact of the inclusion of this right within the public duties
and rights shall extend protection to include individuals both in their natural or legal
capacity rather than being limited to individuals only.

The third and final chapter of the study offers a review of the aspects of constitutional
protection of the right to a healthy environment, It's divided into two research sections:
the first examines the constitutional basis for the protection of the right to a healthy
environment while the second deals with the impact of the constitutional text specific to
concluding international treaties on the protection of the right to a healthy environment.
In this chapter, we concluded that there are two constitutional guarantees to protect the
right to a healthy environment, namely the compliance of the legislative and executive
authorities with laws and regulations they pass as well as the Constitution, and the
presence of a body that protects the Constitution from any violation. In addition, it's
concluded that the nature and the content of international conventions relevant to the
right to a healthy environment must have legal supremacy over other ordinary laws
because granting these international treaties equal legal value to ordinary laws allows
states breaking away from their commitments.
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